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The following is an Abstract of Dr. 
Armstrony’s Lectures on Chronic 
Affections of the Fauces, Air Pas- 
sages, Lungs, and Heart. 


Chronic Inflammation of the Fauces. 


Chronic inflammation about the ton- 
sils and mucous membrane adjacent, 
Dr. AnmsTrRONG observed, is a very 
common occurrence ; it is not, how- 
eveq generally a mere local affection, 
bot connected mostly with a faded 
appearance of the skin, and an irri- 
table condition of the internal mucous 
membranes, especially of the stomach 
or small intestines, of which, indeed, 
it forms a part. Hence this is a very 
common disorder among those medi- 
cal students who have fagged hard 
towards the close of the session. It 
is to be considered, in sach and in 
almost ali other cases, as one of the 
first indications of an approaching 
break up of the general streagth, aud 
therefore requires greater attention 
than a superficial pathologist might 
suppose. Dr. ArmstronG said, that 
this chronic inflammation sometimes 

receded an acnte or subacute attack, 

ut that it more often continued under 
its original character, being some- 
times accompanied by relaxation or 
elongation of the uvula, and some- 
times by ulceration, with or without 
the forementioned state of the uvula. 
He drew the diagnosis between this 


affection attended by common ulce- 
ration and that which was connected 
with syphilis. According to his ex- 
perience, there were two ulcerations 
of the throat, both of a syphilitic na- 
ture, one superticial and spreading, 
surrounded by a copper-coloured in- 
flammation, another deep, as if a por- 
tion of the part had been cut or dug 
out, attended by the same sort of 
dark inflammation, and usually b 

some cutaneous affection; but he said, 
that when any doubt remained, the 
history of the case should be traced 
backward, as in syphilis, the primary 
symptoms always preceded the se- 
condary, or those of the soft parts, 
as the secondary always preceded the 
ternary, or those of the hard parts. 
The case of common chronic in- 
flammation of the fauces was to be 
affected, first, by those means which 
tended to remove the local inflam- 
mation there, and secondly, by those 
which tended to restore the skin 
and internal mucous membranes to a 
healthy state. Dr. ARMsTRONG re- 
commended leeches to be applied oc- 
casionally to the throat, in conjunc- 
tion with very mild aperient medi- 
cines when the bowels were consti- 
pated; but he thought that most ad- 
vantage was to be derived from plac- 
ing the patient in a fresh atmosphere, 
occasionally using a tepid bath, adopt- 
ing a regulated diet, and removing all 
opposing circumstances, such as over 
exertion of mind, and the like. In 
regard to the diet, he thought that 
three simple meals in the day were 
generally sufficient, a small quantity 
of animal! food being allowed tor din- 
ner, with a single glass of wine, when 
the fever was absent, and when there 
was no actual sign of chronic inflam- 
mation on the inner surface of the 
stomach or intestines; but where 
such ar inflammation did exist, or 
where any degree of fever was pre- 
"aa then animal food should be 
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Chronic Infldmmation of the Larynx. 


Chronic inflammation of the larynx 
‘was sometimes the sequel of an acute 
-er_subacute , but much more 
frequently it was a mere extension of 
the chronic form of inflammation just 
described about the fauces, the mu- 
cous membrane of both being con- 
‘tinuons, along which it was, therefore, 
x to spread in protracted cases. 
ronic inflammation of the larynx, 
‘was usually denoted by hoarseness of 
the voice, by a frequent hem! to clear 
rthe throat, by a sense of soreness 
abont the larynx, and by a peculiar 
moise when the patient coughed out, 
referable to that part of the wind- 
pipe. At first the expectoration is 
‘mucous, but inits progress it becomes 
purulent, and a slow consuming fever 
attends the ulceration of the larynx 
ewhich then occurs, and which is al- 
‘ways conjoined with the purulent ex- 
ation. In the first stage of this 
fection, in that of simple inflamma- 
‘tion without ulceration, Dr. A. re- 
‘commended local bleeding by leeches, 
‘mild aperients, nauseating doses of 
. cuanha occasionally, a bland diet, 
‘the tepid bath, and a regulated tem- 
waged ranging from about sixty- 
‘four to sixty-eight, or seventy, of 
‘Fahrenheit's scale. But when tlce- 
ration has actually occurred, he said, 
“that the nauseating doses of ipecacu- 
‘anha should be omitted, and a similar 
; in other cts pursned, aided 
‘the inhalation of the vapour of tar, 
from which he had seen remarkably 
good effects in some cases. He men- 
tioned tlie practice of one surgeon who 
had been successful by washing the 
‘epiglottis and adjacent parts with a 
solution of the nitrate of silver; but 
observed, that he had only seen this 
bold practice pursaed in one case, and 
that it gave less relief than had been 
anticipated in ulceration of the larynx, 
When the _— was = in 
its origin and progress, then the ap- 
Yo remedy onght to be can- 

ly used; but in every case the 
condition of the skin and internal 
Biucoes membrane should be assi- 


a ee ee 





since a morbid condition of those parts 
is invariably associated with chronic 
inflammation and ulceration of the 
laryax. 
Chronic Inflammation of the Bronchia. 
Chronic inflammation of the macous 
membrane of the bronchia is exceed- 
ingly frequentin this variable climate. 
Sometimes it is connected with chro- 
nic irritation of the mucous membrane 
of the prime vie, or urinary organs, 
with a harsh or disordered condition 
of the kin, but in many cases it ex- 
ists without such a conjunction. It is 
denoted by dusky lips, by a deep stuff- 


ing cough attended by a loose diffused 
noise, by a copious expectoration, 
mostly of opaque mucus, especially 
in the mornings, and by difficulty of 


breathing, increased by exercise. The 
natural cure is by expectoration, but 
this affection sometimes leads to chro- 
nic hepatization of the tongs, aid 
sometimes it excites tubereular con- 
samption, particularly when it is pro- 
longed in young and-delicate subjects. 
Dr. ArmstronG thinks, that chronic 
inflammation of the mucous membrane 
of the bronchia is most effectually re- 
moved, or relieved, by those measures 
which &ct simultaneously on the bow- 
els and the skin ; hence he has found 
mild aperients and sudorifics, with a 
regulated diet, answer the best; but 
he thinks that sponging the surface, 
first with tepid and then with cool salt 
water, is one of the most useful pre- 
ventives of a return of this affection. 
In those cases, however, where it is 
conjoined with a disturbed state of the 
skin and mucous membrane of the 
prime via, mere will depend upon 
the right management of the clothing 
and the diet than upon mere medical 
prescription. This affection has been 
called by various names when it oc- 
curs amongst persons, such as 
eatarrhus senilis and humoral asthma ; 
but the word asthma onght only te be 
applied to an affection whiich retarns 
at certain intervals, and which has 


those times a spasmodic character. 
Spasmodic Asthma. 
Spasmodic asthma occurs by fits, at 
all times in the year, and very fre- 


ently in the summer. In some per- 
I is excited hy disagreeable 
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odours, or even by pleasant, such as 
hay, and lence it hus been denomi- 


nated, by country people, the oe | 
asthma. Some patients liable to this 
affection are remarkably influenced by 
locality. One, for example, cannot 
come into London without having au 
attack, which is as speedily removed 
by going to a place only perhaps a 
féw miles distant ; another cannot live 
long many miles distant from the sea 
withoat having a fit, which goes eff as 
soon as he again approaches the sea. 
Some can only reside comfortably in 
high situations, while others again 
only remain easy in low situations. 
The attack most frequently comes on 
towards morning, and is attended by 
a dryness about the nostrils, by cold- 
ness of the skin, and by great diffi- 
culty of breathing, so that the ribs are 
elevated, and the patient requires a 
constant supply of fresh aw from 
without. Some heat of the surface 
usually supervenes, the pulse becomes 
quicker than natural, and at length a 
copious secretivp takes place from the 
mucous membrane of the bronchia, 
which being coughed up, the fit gra- 
dually, and at last, for the most part, 
entirely abates, but is again renewed 
at certain or uncertain periods ot 
time. Dr. Armsrrone thinks that 
this affection, in its origin, is connect- 
ed with the skin and mucous mem- 
brane of the bronchia, and that the 
spasmodic affection is a merely se- 
condary one ; but that in the progress 
of what is called spasmodic asthma, 
the heart or larger adjacent vessels 
always become diseased, at least this 
was invariahly found to be the case 
in those instances where he had seen 
bodies examined atter death He 
considered that much mischief had 
been done by those empirical attempts 
whieh had been made to cure spas- 
modic asthma, without a reterence to 
its pathological peculiarities, and that 
this had e.peciaily happened in regard 
to: the a tion of the galvanic or 
electric fluid, which he had seen used 
when a concomitant nic affection 
of the-heart, or large atljacent vessels, 
clearly contra-indicated: its applica- 
tien to those who were acquainted 
nav eitenvunt reatigins oPpemslogy, 
use of correct ples > 
he-said, was, that they showed 

was impossible. aswell as what was 
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possible, and consequently prevented 
the profession from making a series 
of harsh experiments, by which the 
sufferings of patients were increased 
and their lives shortened. Dr. A, 
thought that the most important point 
at an early period of spasmodic asth- 
ma, was to find out a place most suit- 
able for the patient, when his pecu- 
niary circumstances admitted such an 
andertaking, and recommended that 
he should remain quietly there, pro- 
perly managing his diet, his clothing, 
and his exercise. Daring the attack, 
when the excitement was once deve- 
loped, it required to be treated on 
the same principles as had been re- 
commended for chronic bronchitis ; 
and when from its long continuance it 
was conjoived with an affection of the 
heart or large adjacent vessels, then 
a still mode of existence was most 
likely to lengthen the patient’s iife. 


Chronic Inflammation of the substance 
of the Lungs. 


Chronic inflammation of the sub- 
stance of the lungs frequently arises 
and terminates usually either by hee 
patization of the lung, or by chronic 
ill-conditioned abscesses of the lung. 
In the first stage, it is denoted by a 
hard, harsh, grating sort of cougt, 
the noise of which is limited, as it 
were, to a circumscribed space of the 
chest. On the application of Laen- 
Nec’s instrument over the part, the 
respiratory murmur is either not heard 
at all or it is very indistinct. The 
expectoration is seanty and tenacious, 
in small patches of mostly yellowish 
mucus for some time; the pulse is 
flagging, the respiration heavier: or 
more oppressed than natural, but 
though the patient coughs, yet in 
such examples pain is often absent, 
Where the hepatization takes place 
extensively, the breathing becomes 
more and more oppressed, till at last 
it is exceedingly difficult ; but where 
suppuration » the patieut ex- 
pectorates pus, and the case on 
much in the same manner” as tuber- 
cular phthisis. But the anatomica? 
difference between these affections ia 
this, that in vomiew from common 
chronic inflammation no tubereies are 
found io the lnngs, Dr. 
thinks that this is a distinction which 

3. 








even the accurate LAENNEC has over- 
looked, for he considers most of those 
cases which Laennec has designated 
by a simple infiltration of what he 
calls tubercular ‘matter as occurring 
frum common chroric inflammation 
in the substance of the Jung, so modi- 
fied by the condition of the patient 
that the pus assumes the curdly or 
ill-conditioned character. 

In the first stage of chronic inflam- 
mation of the substance of the lungs, | 
Dr. ARMSTRONG recommends blood. | 
letting, rest in bed, a spare diet, and | 
aperients ; and when the affection is | 
attended by suppuration, he recom- | 
mends rest in bed, a regulated tem- | 
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of the highest importance to society 
in a preventive point of view, and 
especially to those families in which 
the tendency to consumption heredi- 
tarily prevailed; for he contended 
that this complaint might be prevent- 
ed in such families by maintaining 
the general strength through a nutri- 
cious diet and other regimenal points, 
and by giving tone to the surface of 
the bedy, first by tepid and next by 
cool sponging or ablution ; but in this 
variable climate he strongly recom- 
mended the use of thin flannel, ever 
in the summer, and of fleecy hosiery 
in the winter and spring, next the 
surface, where the least suspicion of, 


perature, an abstemions diet, together or tendency to phthisis existed. The 
with the use of digitalis, so as to re- development of phthisis, according to 
duce the pulse to the natural standard. | his observation, was always preceded 

Dr. ARmsTRONG made some brief, by some change in the functions of 
observations ou chronic inflammation | the skin, which became more faded 
of the pleura, and then passed on to’ than natural, and by some consenta- 
the consideration of | neous irritation of the internal mucous 
membranes, especially of the intesti- 


Pulm onary Consumption. | nal canal and of the bronchial pas- 


Dr. ARMSTRONG remarked, that pul- 
monary consumption was most common | 
in individuals under twenty-five years 
of age, but that be had seen many cases | 


between that age and thirty-five, and | 
several at a much later period of life, 
than the last-mentioned. He con- 
sidered the delicacy of young persons | 
as the cause by which they were most. 
predisposed, and observed, that two 
circumstances were almost always, 
found to concur in the production of 
Imonary censumption, namely, a 
reaking up or giving way of the| 
_ general strength, and the application | 
of what is called cold, under that) 
condition of the body. He adduced | 
several cases in proof of this asser-| 
tion, some of which arose in this man- | 
ner from copious bloodletting, some | 
from spare diet, some from mental 
anxiety, some from over-exertion, 
some from night-watching, some from 
disorders which interrupted the diges- 
tion, and others from the like occa- 
sions, He said that the same reason- 
ing was applicable to the production 
the disease in the lower animals, 
for that sheep, young horses, and rab- 
pe being badly fed and exposed to 
at the same time, were apt to 
become consumptive. Dr. ARMSTRONG 
considered this view of the subject * 





sages ; but he admitted that the local 


irritation which preceded the attack 


was occasionally in the pleura or 
lungs. 

Dr. ArmstronG spoke in strong 
terms against the empirical use of 
mercury in the British metropolis for 
many supposed hepatic or duodenah 
affections, and was fully confident 
that, by’ breaking up the general 
strength, and by disordering the func- 
tions of the skin, it was a very com- 
mon cause of inducing phthisis, aided 
by the operation of our changeable 
climate. The first indication of ap- 
proaching phthisis would generally 
found in a preternataraily delicate 
hue of the skin, attended by a slight 
cough, loss of flesh, some diminution 
of strength, some degree of shortness 
of breathing on taking exercise, a 
wd somewhat accelerated, - a 

ght or glossy appearance of the 
eye. The aoe gradually increased, 
the patient became liable to slight 
chills occasionally, the skin grew 
more delicate, the eye even ter, 
the nights less tranquil, and perspi- 
rations appeared towards morning ; 
while an insidious fever, which at 
length pat on the hectic character, 
now evidently attended the progress 
of the Though the expec- 
toration had for some time been 
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merely mucous, about this» period it 
became purulent and peculiar. It 
was generally spit up in small patches, 
which floated in water, something 
like a cockle, while the air-babbles in 
it were entire ; out when they burst 
it sunk to the bottom, and between it 
and the surface some small opaque 
points, like pins’ heads, were to be 
seen floating in the fluid. The patch 
itself, when examined, Dr. Arm- 
stTroNG said, generally consisted of 
three things, first of mucus, second- 
ly of a little loose pus, and thirdly of 
curdly streaky white matter, which 
was coagulable lymph of an iil-con- 
ditioned kind, This conjunction Dr. 
A. considered as characteristic of 
tubercular plithisis, with the single 
exception, that he had found the 
same sort of expectoration from 
common ill-conditioned ulceration of 
the langs before described. When 
the hectic was once established, pul- 
monary consumption went on pro- 
gressively, terminating more rapidly 
in young than in old persons, except 
the latter were very much emaciated 
at the time of the attack, and then 
the disorder in them sometimes takes 
a very rapid course indeed, The ine- 
mediate cause of consumption was 
the formatidn and development of 
what are called tubercles in the lungs. 
The tubercles were sometimes im- 
lanted like seeds, hereditarily in the 
ungs, and were not actively deve- 
Joped till the causes concarred which 
were before specified; but in the 
greater number of instances, Dr. Anm- 
STRONG helieved that tubercles were 
actually formed de nove by breaking 
up the general strength, which tends 
to that morbid condition of the skin 
and mucous membranes so favourable 
to the operation of cold in producing 
tubercles in the lungs, or ether parts 
of the body. In confirmation of this 
view, Dr. ARmsteonG remarked that 
he had, in examinations after death, 
| gers found tubercles in the bo- 
es of those children who had be- 
come emaciated in London from im- 
per » confinement, and cold. 
uch as be admired some parts of the 
French pathology, much as he admired 
the minuteness with which the phy- 


sicians of that country recorded symp- 


toms and made dissections, it never- 





theless appeared to him that there 


/ 
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was one very. great defect, namely, 
that they came to the ultimate effect, 
too frequently, without a sufficient 
consideration of the circumstances 
which preceded that effect. A mis- 
take, a grievous mistake of that kind, 
he said, had been committed by Lagn- 
nec, who, for instance, fixed the at- 
tention at once upon the actually ex- 
istent tubercles, not being aware of 
those circumstances by which they 
are either actively developed, or 
really formed ab origine. The prac- 
tical mischief of such a pathology was 
great, because it led to entire neglect 
of those meaus by which consumption 
and other tubercular affections might 
be generally prevented from occur- 
ring at all. 

The prevention, then, of consump- 
tion was the first consideration, and 
that was to be effected by the mea- 
sures to which he had already alluded. 
When consumption was threatened, 
while the tubercles were yet in a 
miliary state, on becoming crade or 
enlarged, he believed, from exten- 
sive experience, that the affection at 
that early period, might very fre- 
quently be arrested by rest in the re- 
cumbent posture, by a regulated tem- 
perature, by a milk and farinaceons 
diet, by an occasional mild aperient, 
and, by the exhibition of digitalis, to 
reduce the pulse to a natural stand- 
ard, and keep it there for some time. 
With regard to the confirmed stage of 
consumption, when the tubercles had 
become softened, when the expecto- 
ration bore the peculiar character be- 
fore described, and when the hectic 
had become marked, he had reason, 
too much reason to conclude, that the 
uffection would be most frequently 
fatal then under every mode of treat~ 
ment; yet, within the last six years, 
he had attended several of such cases, 
some of which had done well by a 
strict and persevering combination of 
the méans before named as appro- 
priated to the first stage, sometimes 
aided by tepid or cool ablutions. The 
efficacy, Dr. A. said, did not lie in 
any one of these measures singly em- 
ployed, but in the diligent conjunction 
ot the whole. 

In the last stage of phthisis, chro- 
nic inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane of the lower part of the ileum, 
and of the upper part of the colon, 
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almost invariably took place, and in 
fatal eases was generally conjoined 
with ulceration. Even the simple 
inflammation sometimes was 


‘unless 
laudan 


citing or increasing any intestinal ir- 
ritation. This inflammation and sub- 
sequent ulceration was the cause of 
the eolliqnative diarrhea which took 
place towards the close of phthisis, 
and which was best obviated by occa- 
sional leeching over the abdomen, by 


with a littie opiam. 


Dr. Armstrone finally spoke of 
scrofula in general, which he consi- 
dered first to consist in the forma- 
tion of tubercles, and secondly in ill- 
conditioned inflammation, which might 
take place without any tubercles at 
all. e considered, and adduced 
sdéme facts to show, that tubercles 
sometimes arose independently of in- 
flammation, but allowed that inflam- 
nration in any adjacent structure was 
sometimes the cause of exciting them, 
such as inflammation of the bronchial 


or intestinal lining, particularly where 
the general strength had been greatly 


reduced at an early age. Dr. A. re- 
marked, that tubercles, in their origin, 
‘were sometimes vesicular, as might 
be easily seen, by examining them 
throngh a good glass; but he was sa- 
that this was not always the 

case, having oftem found them solid 
and opaque, when they were merely 
minute points. He considered the 
i tubercle, as Laennec had 
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Chronie affections of the Heart. 

Dr. Arnmsraoxe observed, that 
chronic affections of the heart, like 
most others, might be divided into 
disorders and diseases. In disorders 


* | of the heart, its actions were mer 


disturbed, while its structure remai 
entire; but in diseases of the heart, 
something was superadded to, or 
taken away from, ils natural strac- 
ture. 


Chronic disorders of the Heart. 


Most of the chronic disorders of the 
heart proceeded from excitement or 
depression, through mental emotions,. 
great exercise, from copious losses of 
blood, from the long continued stimu- 
lation of mercury, or from disorder 
of the stomach, liver, orbowelx, By 
mental emotions, or great exercise, the 
heart's action was frequently preter- 
naturally excited or depressed, and 
sometimes rendered irregular; by co- 
pious losses of biood, increased — 
and palpitation were very apt to 
pretacety by mercury, curried te 
ptyalism, its action was often exces- 
sively augmented ; but in some in- 
stances it was depressed and irregu- - 
lar. By far the most common cause, 
however, of affecting the heart’s ac- 
tion, was sume disorder of the sto- 
mach, liver, or bowels, Disorder of: 
the stomach affected the heart's ac- 
tion in four ways; sometimes: it ine 
Stantly suspended it, sometimes it 
greatly oppressed it, sometimes it: 
rendered it intermittent, and some-~ 
times ‘t made it inordinate, so that. 
the beats were quick at one time, and 
slow at another, or weak at one time,. 
and strong at another. Dr. A. ade 
duced several cases in illustration of: 
each of these varieties, some of which: 
arose from errors in the kind, otheray 
in the quantity of the diets or the 
drinks: In some of these instances,, 


termed ; not enly the respiration, bat the braim: 





was remarkably disturbed. The pu- 
pils were cantioned against prunonne-- 


ng hast nions about the existence: 
we pomp 


affections of the heart,) 
when the tongue was furred, and the 
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where the stomach was the seat of the 
disturbance ; but where — was 
terpid, the tepid bath, an occa- 
sional mild alterative, were geoerally 
pecessary, and when the colon was so 
eve: loaded as to occasion disturbance 
of the heart's action, then warm re- 
ainous purgatives, with cold-drawn 
¢astor oil, were generally the best 
semedies. But if disturbance of mind 
was connected with disorder of the 
heart’s action, little good would be 
effected, unless that could be re- 
moved. When the affection had arisen 
from copious losses of blood, rest in 
a fresh atmosphere, a bland diet, with 
the employment of digitalis and 
epiam, aided by a tepid or cool 
shower bath, were generally the best 
measures; and when the disturbance 
had been prodyced by mercury, if 
the heart’s action was excited, rest, 
aperients, and a spare diet, were most 
te be de upon ; in cases 


where the heart's action was depress- 
ed from mercury, then diffusible sti- 
wmnli and free ventilation were neces- 
sary, so long as the depression con- 
tinued. 


Chronic diseases of the Heart. 


Dr. Armstrone remarked, that 
what had been denominated by He- 
BERDEN, who was a superficial patho- 
logist, angina pectoris, could not be 
properly considered as one affection, 
since it arose from various canses, 
The chief symptoms were, a sudden 
sense of anguish in the region of the 
heart, a sense of strictare, or suffo- 
catien in the chest, an irregular 
palse, attended by general distress, 
and, finally, by a pain shooting from 
the region of the heart down the left 
arm. These symptoms might arise 
first. from mere disorder of the sto- 
mach, secondly, from disease about 

heart, or. large adjunct vessels, 
and, thirdly, from ossiication of the 
Goronary arteries; but he believed 
that the last mentioned cause was by 
far the most frequent. When this 
affection was merely functional, when 
it depended only upon disorder of the 
stomach, it would be removed with 
that disorder; but when it was or- 
ganic, nothing could be dove but to 
Palliate the symptoms, by the most 
“ assiduoas attention to diet, to rest, 

and to the regulation of mind. In 


most organic 
patients must be contented to adopt 
a still mode of existence, and that, 
with a proper regimen in other re- 
spects, would not only protract their 
lives, but greatly diminish uneasi- 
ness. 


Simple Enlargement, without dilate- 
tion. 

The auricles are not often thus af- 
fected. The museular substance of 
the heart is cedder than natural, aad 
the ventricle loses in size what it 
gains iu thickness. The patient é 
Kable to palpitations and dysp 
there is a more constant sensation 
the heart’s action than nataral, and 
often swelling and pulsation of the 
external jugular veins. 2f Laennee’s 
cylinder be applied, the impulse of 
the heart will be found stronger, and 
its sound duller. 


Enlargement, with increase of the 
Cavities. 

This is generally called, but impro- 
perly, active aneurism. The heart's 
action is much stronger and more ex- 
tended than natural, the pulse is re- 
markably hard and resisting, like pack- 
cord, and the patient is liable, espe- 
cially on mental agitation, strong ex- 
ercise, or disturbance of the stomach, 
te attacks of palpitation and dysp- 
nea. This affection often occurs,ip 
rheumatic subjects, and is sometimes 
connected with chronic inflammation 
of the pericardium, and sometimes 
with ossification of the valves. 


Dilatation with thinness, and Ossifica- 
tion of the Valves. 

Dilatation, with thinness, has heen 
improperly called passive aneuriam, 
The face is generally pale, the pulse 
f+ eble, and the patient is liable to,pal- 
pitations, dyspnoea, and faintings, es- 
pecially on taking exercise on noe vem 
cased Oa the application of the 
cylinder, there is less impulse thap 
natural, with a clear and extended 
sound, Dr. ARmsTRonG is confideng 
that ossification of the valves may 
always be easily detected by the as- 
sistance of Lagnnec’s instrument, for 
the sound is of the wile-gie kind, ar 
like the compression of a pair of bel- 
lows, @ sound entirely dierent from 








that which exists in a healthy condi- 
tion of the valves; while dyspnea on 
motion is almost always an attendant 
symptom. He thinks, that in all 
organic affections seated within the 
bag of the pericardium, the respira- 
tion is disturbed on motion, particu- 
larly on motion up stairs, or up 9 hill, 
and that the respiration soon becomes 
comparatively easy when the patient 
sits down. 

Dr. ArmstRone pointed out the 
palliative treatment proper for each 
of the foregoing affections, and re- 
commended his pupils attentively to 
study the phenomena of organic dis- 
eases of the heart, since a knowledge 
of them would not only prevent them 
from making rash experiments, but 
enable them to render the patients 
much more comfortable, and also to 
lengthen their existence. He made 
some observations on the occasions of 
organic affections of the heart, show- 
ing how they might be most likely 
prevented, and concluded by some 
summary remarks on simple dilatation 
of the arteries, and on aneurism. 
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LECTURE 4. 
On the Venereal Disease. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I sHALL now proceed to conclude 
the treatment of chancre. With re- 
spect to the length of time necessary 
to maintain the use of mercury in or- 
der to cure a chancre, I think four 
weeks sufficient. Sir Asttey Coorer 
gays three weeks will do. This, as an 
average period, I consider too short, 
tnless you have healed the chancre in 
the first week, by using sulphate of 
copper, and such local treatment as I 
have already recommended. In ge 
neral, the mercurial action should be 
kept up for ten days after the chancre 
has been healed. If the patient's 
mouth should be too strongly acted 
upon by the mercary, you must of 
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course suspend its nse for a few days. 
In such cases, yon are not to take 
into account the interval that may 
elapse, between the sus and 
the resumption of the medicine. You 
will find it laid down as a general 
rule, to maintain the action of mer- 
eury until the hardness of the chancre 
is entirely removed. This is good as a 
general rale, but it has exceptions, for 
in many:cases the hardness of a chan- 
cre will remain for weeks after the 
disease is perfectly cured. 


Of Sloughing Chancre, as it oceurs 
before the administration of Mer- 
cury. 

In my last Lecture, I treated of a 

sloughing chancre, which arises dur- 

ing the use of mercury. No two dis- 
eases can be more different. Some 
doubt the existence of this species of 
chancre; but those who have had, as 
lhave, ample opportunities of seeing 
it, entertain no doubt whatever on 
this subject. It is most frequently 
found among women, particularly 
those wretched prostitutes who infest 
the streets. These unfortunate females 
generally sleep out during the whole 
night, and they drink immoderatel 
of ardent spirits to sustain them in 
this life of misery and exposure. 

When they contract the venereal dis- 

ease, they still continue to drink and 

sleep out at night, and the venereal 
irritant on such a habit produces this 
most dreadful and terrific disease. 

Soldiers are also extremely liable to 

contract this species of sloughing 

chancre, from the habitual intoxica- 
tion in whigh they indulge. This dis- 
ease arises quite independent of the 
effects of mercury. It begins by some 
angry pimples of a fiery red colour, 
surrounded by aheated and excoriated 
skin. These pimples burst and dis- 
charge a reddish watery humour, and 
expose a slough of a greenish black 
hue. The constitutional fever runs 
high, the patient becomes weak, the 
pulse is rapid, there is great prostra- 
tion of strength, and the countenance 
presents a cadaverous aspect. The 
sloughing, in the course of a few days, 

roceeds extensively. In one week 
have seen the slough of a chancre 


on the thigh spread to the battock, 
and produce a hole therein which you 
might thrust your hand. No treat- 
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ment in this stage of the disease can 
save the patient. Mercury is poison- 
ous, and bleeding is as bad. The 
powers of life are sunk to the lowest 
ebb; they sink quicker than in any 
other species of inflammation, and a 
fatal termination inevitably succeeds. 
Bat in healthy, strong, young women, 
the case is different; here bleeding 
may be tried with advantage, and 
leeches applied. In a few days the 
slough changes, the surface of the 
sore assumes a more healthy aspect, 
and you may then commence giving 
mercury. But the best plan is to sup- 
port the weakened system with wine 
and porter in large quaiitities. Per- 
sons, such as I have described, whose 
constitations are debilitated, and who, 
from their habits, are most exposed to 
this disease, require the usual stimuli 
to effect their recovery. These may 
be assisted by ia, camphor, and 
opium. In St. Thomas's Hospital, the 
medicine now generally used is five 
grains of ammonia to ten grains of 
musk. Nitric acid is a good medicine, 
both internally and externally in this 
disease. One drachm of nitric acid 
to one or two quarts of barley water 
forms an excellent internal remedy in 
this disease. The fermenting poul- 





tice is also a useful application to 


these sores. 
equal parts of raw and boiled carrots, 
pounded with wheaten fiour, and a 
little treacle and barm. This poal- 
tice, when laid before the fire, fer- 
ments, and may then be applied. I 
have also found the balsams of Peru 
and Copaiba useful as externa! appli- 
cations. No mercury should be given 
until the sore has assumed a syphilitic 
aspect, for it is two to one but the 
sloughing process has swept away 
every trace of syphilis, and left be- 
hind it a clear healthy sore. The se- 
condary symptoms may never appear. 
It is at the same time better to wait ; 
for, do what you will, you will not be 
able to overtake them, and you may, 
by beginning with the mercury too 
early, induce that dreadful malady 
formed by a combination of the vene- 
real and mercurial poisons. The slough 
in a male patient sometimes destroys 
a portion of the urethra; very dis- 
tressing symptoms herenpon ensue, 
such as effusion and fistulous sores. 
To heal these, different means have 


It may be formed of 
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been employed. The best way is te 
make the surface raw, by touching 
it with concentrated nitric acid; the 
skin will contract, and, by keeping 
the edges raw for a time, a cicatrix 
will at length be formed, which com- 
pletely closes the opening. When 
the breach is too wide to be closed in 
this manner, Sir A-Cooper has often 
succeeded in healing it, by removing 
a portion of the sound skin, having 
previously rendered the edges of the 
sore raw, and laying it over them, 
Union hasthen taken place, and the fis- 
tulous opening has completely closed. 
Among the very numerous conse- 
quences of chancre, warts may be 
enumerated. They arise in the mem- 
brane covering the glans penis, and 
occur generally in those persons who 
have been affected with a natural phy- 
mosis. They are of two kinds—soft, 
which are composed of effused coagu- 
lable lymph, and the hard, which are 
the same, becoming in progress of 
time firmly organized. These warts 
may be destroyed by a variety of 
caustics. The applications in use 
are the compound savine ointment 
and the sulphate of copper. But the 
most certain and effectual is the ma- 
riate, called the butter of antimony. 
When they have a small narrow base, 
they may be extirpated by the knife. 
lt is a curious fact, that the blood of 
these warts is infectious; that is, it 
will, when applied to the parts, pro- 
dace warts of a similar description. 
Sir A. Coopex relates cases of this 
description ; amongst others, there is 
a remarkable case, where a wart was 
brought on in this way, under the 
nail of a student’s finger, which was 
followed by an erysipelas. I have 
seen many cases in which warts were 
produced in this manner. 


Of Bubo. 


A bubo may be defined an inflam- 
mation of an absorbent gland, caused 
by the absorption of the venereal 
viras, or by the propagation of any 
species of irritation along the absorb- 
ents leading to that gland. The babo 
which succeeds a chancre is a truly 
syphilitic affection, and the matter 
of it is contagious. It has been ob- 
served by Hunter, that there is a dis- 
tinctive difference between the sy- 
philitic and the common inflamma- 
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count, then, give mercury for a bubo, 
which has not been preceded by an 
ulcer. You should, however, bear in 
mind, that the chancre may have pre- 
ceded it by three or four weeks ; the 
ehanere, in fact, may have been 
healed by causticlong before the bubo 
forms. By inquiring frow, the patient, 
and by examination, you may ascer- 
tain such circumstances. 


Treatment of Bubo. 


When you find a patient who has a 
chancre on his penis complaining of 
hardness and stiffness in the groin, 
send him to bed, place a pillow ander 
his knee, apply warm steeps to the 
sere, and afterwards some emollient 
dressing ; place cioths, dipped in 
Goulard’s lotion, on the groin, and 


give him a brisk purgative; suspend 


the use of mercury, and do not use 
frictions, for instead of dispersing they 
will increase the bubo; bend the pa- 
tient’s knee on the pillow in order to 
relax the muscles. Probably, on the 
second day after you have adopted 
this treatment, the bubo will begin to 
decrease ; yon may then resume the 
use of mercury ; bat if it should con- 
tinue to enlarge do net give merenry, 
as. it will only contribate to irritate it 
still more. Apply leeches, and after- 
wards put on a compress and bind it 
on pretty firmly with a bandage. I 
can promise you such a bubo will not 
suppurate. I have succeeded by such 
treatment in discussing buboes even 
where the irritation was very great. 
If suppuration has commenced, it will 
be ied by the usual symp- 
toms; apply a poultice immediately 
then, and leave off mercury ; this is 
® most important consideration, for 
assure as you give mercary you will 
Induce the mercurial disease. When 
the top of the bubo becomes reduish, 
@auncture it with a lancet and continue 
the poultice for three days more ; next 





apply. an astringent wash; make e 
compress, Pag pee cae in the 
centre ; § compress, 

care that the perforation 

Sg ge opening 2 ee fix it 
ip situation a ndage, pretty: 
tightly rolled ; bee canoe 

for three days, and when you take 


| Off you (eee eee eee ee 
and the bubo rapidly bealing. But 


the bubo you have to deal with be ef: 
a soft i character, the treat~ 
ment must differ from the preceding. 
If you open such a bubo with a lan~ 
cet, the orifice will spread and be~ 
come phagedenic ; you must therefore 
apply common caustic; rub it uatih 
you produce a black eschar, and the’ 
next day puncture this eschar with « 
lancet; the inflammation of the es- 
char spreads around and alters the 
action of the part. You may thus heal. 
a bube which, with any other treats 
ment, would remain months open. If 
you are called toa patient with a babe: 
having a greenish bottom, surround- 
ing hardness, and numerous sin 

the treatment is simply this,—cut 

the jagged edges with a sharp scis- 
sars, run a bistoury under the sinuses, 
and lay them entirely open ; sprinkle 
the surface then with finely powdered 
nitrate of silver ; in two days sloughs 
will be thrown off, and you will have: 
the surfaces healthy and healing ; them 
lay on a compress, dipped in a solu- 
tion of sulphate of zinc, and keep it 
applied for two days; the surfaee of 
the sore will then be smooth, healing, 
and soon cicatrized. Sometimes these 
sinuses penetrate deeply ; introduce 
a probe into them armed with some 
lint, thickly spread with red precipi-~ 
tate ; as soon as the sloughs are dis- 
charged apply pressure, and you 
heal them. Buboes are liable to 
slough and to become phagedenic. 
The observations which I have already 
made upon the phagedena of the: 
penis will apply here. I remember @ 
case which Hi had under my care, and 
which strongly proves the 

effects of a change of circumstances 
upon local diseases ; it was the case 
of a gentleman whohad a phagedenic 
chanere, by which he lost a great part 
of the penis. I had applied several 
kinds of caustic to it; 1 even i 
Fowler's solution of arsenic to it um- 
till had hiw dancing about the reom 
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with pain ; batallto no purpose. His) affects the inside of the month, an 
father to die suddenly in| elevated ape as or which 
a fit of apoplexy, and as it was just | subsequently suppurates; the peries- 
at the time of ns great fair of Ballina- | team is attacked by the disease; the 
sloe, it was absolutely necessary that | bone becomes carious, and if the bones 
he should attead there, or lose, per- | of the nose are affected a perforation 
haps, some thousands. He told me of | takes place through the septum nasi. 
his situation, and asked my opinion. | It is a common disease in persons of 
I candidly informed him that t fear- a consumptive habit, and you should 
ed, from the motion of the carriage, | be particalarly on your guard net to 
the fatigne of travelling, the unavoid- | confound it with syphilis. The vene- 
able exposure to wet, cold, &c. he real disease often attacks the larynx ; 
would. lose the penis. He said he! the symptoms are loss of voice, &c. 
was obliged to go, and accordingly he | You should here inquire if the patient 
set off that night in the mail to the | had been exposed to infection, and if 
fair, with that trightfal and ill-look- | there be any doubt relative to the 
ing sore. He remained there three | origin of the disease, give mercury ; 


days; during that time the Weather | for if it be not venere™’ the mercury 
«was extremely bad, and he was ex-| will do no harm, and .« syphilitic, it 
posed to its inclemency cach day from may cure it. If the disease, however, 
morning until evening. On the fourth | extend to the cartilages, mereary will 


not cure it. In such acase the best 


day he returned to town and called to| 
see. me. Guess my surprize when | 


found the chancre, which on his de- 
arture for the fair presented such a 
ful aspect, converted into as 
healthy a sore as EL ever saw. This 
case, as I have remarked, proves how 
much a change in external circum- 
stances influences local diseases. I 
have found cicuta useful in phagede- 
nic bubo. In one case, after giving 
it for three days, the pain in the bubo 

entirely ceased. 
I have just a few general remarks 


to offer upou 


Lues. 


When the disease attacks the first 
order of parts, it yields more quickly 
to mereury than when it attacks the 
second order, and in either the symp 
toms yield sooner than what are called 
primary, but they return qnicker. As | 
a general rule it should be laid down, 
that the patient should be kept under 
the influence of mercury trom two 
months to ten weeks. The venereal 
disease often attacks the palate and 
bones of the nose. I merely meution 
the circumstance in ovder to point out 
to you the difference between it and 
a disease which sometimes occurs in 
young persons, and whith it is, for 
many reasons, nece that you 
should not confound with it. This dis 
“ease commences by an incrustation of 
the ale of the nese ; the paticnt com- 
plains of a weight in the head ; large 
crusts form on the nostrils, When it 








treatment is to employ the fumiga- 
tion with cinnabar, and give sarsa-. 
parilla. In using mercury, the saline 
preparations are the best, but you 
should not trust solely to the oxyimu- 
riate. 

Before I conclude, I may first sey 
a few words about 


Tritis. 


The usual symptoms are the fol- 
lowing: vision more impaired than in 
c inl tion ; the pupil is 
contracted; the edges are purple ; and 
the colour of the iris is changed. I 
may refer you to Mr. Hewson’s book 
for a very excellent and faithful de- 
scription of the symptoms, &c. The 
plan of treatment is to throw in mer- 
cury as rapidly as possible; the best 
preparation to use is calomel eom- 





| bined with opium. If there be great 


pain, cupping the temples may be had 
recourse to. ‘ 

Gentlemen,—I thank you for the 
kind attention with which you have 
honoured me during the course, and 
I think I cannot more appropriately 
conclude than by the fellowing lines, 
from the celebrated poem on Syphilis 
by Fracastorius, in which he de- 
scribes a young man whom he knew 
in the bloom of youth and beauty, but 
who, by contracting this disease, 
became a miserable and loathseme 
object :— 





172 


Ipse ego Cenomannm memini qua 
pinguia dives 

Pascua Sebina preterfiuit Ollins unda, 

Vidisse insignem juvenem; quo cla- 
rior alter 

Non fait, Ausonia nec fortunatior omni: 

Vix pubescentis florebat vere jnventx, 

Divitiis proavisque potens ; et corpore 
palchro ; 

Cui stndia, aut pernicis equi compes- 
cere cursum, : 

Aut galeam induere, et pictis splen- 
descere in armis, 

Aut juvenile gravi corpus durare pa- 
lestra, 

Venatuqne feras agere, et prevertere 
cervos. 

Ilum omnes Ollique Dew, Eridaniqne 
puellze 

Optarnnt, nemoramque Der, rurisque 
puelle ; 

Omnes optatos suspiravere hymenzos. 

Forsan et ultorcs Superos neglecta 
vocavit 

Non neqnicquam aliqua, et votis pia 
numina movit. 

Nam nimiom fidentem animis, nec 
tanta timentem, 

Invasit miserum labes, qua sxvior 
usquam 

Nulla fait, nulla unquam aliis specta- 
biter annis. 

Paulatim ver id nitidum, flos ille ju- 
venta 

Disperiit, vis illa animi; tum squalida 
tabes. 

Artus (horrendum !) miseros obduxit, 
et alté 

Grandia turgebant feedis abscessibus 


ossa. 

Ulcera (proh Divam pietatem !) infor- 
mia pulchros 

Pascebant oculos, et diz lucis amo- 
rem, 

Pascebantque acri corrosas vulnere 
nares. 

Que tandem infelix fato, post tempore 
parvo 

ZLthercas invisas auras, lucemqne re- 
liquit. 

Hilum Alpes vicine, illum vaga flamina 


flerunt ; 

Illum omnes Ollique Dew, Eridanique 
puelle 

Fieverunt, nemoramque Dew, rurisque 


eee 
Sebinusque alto gemitum lacus edidit 
amne. (Loud applause.) 
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REVIEW. 


Dr. Davip D. Davis on Operative 
Midwifery. 
(Concluded from page 109.) 

Of Exhaustion of the natural powers 
concerned in the function of Parturi- 
tion, as an indication for the use of 
Instruments. 

Our author contends that the term 

exhaustion, as used in connexion with 

cases of tedious and laborious partu- 
rition, is most commonly misapplied, 
and argues, that as such a state ne- 
cessarily implies “ the previous pos- 
session of power,” so the “ efforts of 
labour are required to be exerted 

with extraordinary vigour and for a 

long time, in order to produce a state 

of the agents of parturition eyen ap- 
proaching to what might deserve the 
name of exhaustion.” But since Dr. 

Davis is satisfied that exhaustion suc- 

ceeds only to protracted efforts of 

labour, he would appear to assume, 
either that power is possessed equally 
by all, or that it is expended more or 
less liberally by different parturient 
women ; both of which, besides being 
contrary to the nature of things, are 
amply confated by experience, and 
consequently the Doctor’s aphorism, 
that exhaustion must be ushered in 
by a day and a night of vigorous la- 
bour pains, is of no other value than 
as indicative of the result of his prac- 
tice. Suspension of labour the au- 
thor seems to think of little conse- 
quence, upon the principle, we sup- 
pose, that although Phebus may sink 

“ beneath the western wave,” it is 

pretty certain he will again bid us 

good-morrow. But undoubtedly ex- 
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haustion may be perfected in a shorter 
period than twenty-four hours, and 
what some may think only a suspen- 
sion of the efforts of nature, may oc- 
casionally prove a complete prostra- 
tion of power. We entirely agree 
with our author, that “ the time oc- 
cupied by a labour is never to be con- 
sidered exclusively as a proper mea- 
sure of its influence in the prodaction 
of an exhausted state of the partu- 
rient powers ;"” but we must beg leave 
to differ with him when he states, 
that a considerable “ prostration of 
the general constitutional strength” 
canuot exist “* without being accom- 
panied by a dangerous contasion of 
the organs more immediately con- 
cerned in the labour.” This section 
of the work is concladed by a case 
(in which both the parent and the 
child died) intended to illustrate the 
opinions of the writer on the subjects 
we have touched upon, which, in our 
opinion, it is not at all calculated 
to do. 


Of deficient action of the Organs of 
Parturition on account of Disease, 
as an indication for the use of Instru- 
ments. 





Indurations and schirrosities of the | 
uterus, from which a rupture may be | 
appreherded, may indicate the use of 
instruments, as may also tumours and | 
other diseases affecting its structure, 
or that of organs immediately con- 
tiguons or subservient to it. 


“€ ‘The presence in the uterns, dur- 
ing gestation, of diseased and unor- 
ganized structures, such as molz and 
hydatids, the gradual formation of 
anomalons and morbid functions, and 
possibly, in a certain proportion, of 
cases of unsound states, even of the 
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texture of that important o itself, 
has sometimes had the effect of so 
much impairing and, as it were, of 
paralysing its parturient faculty, as 
to make it indispensably necessary 
to have recourse to the use of instru- 
ments as an auxiliary, or a substitute 
for its weak or suspended efforts.” — 
p- 67. 

Experience has not furnished the 
author with a case of this kind, un- 
accompanied by a state of over dis- 
tension of the uterus from an exces- 
sive quantity of liquor amnii, which 
by over distending may occasion such 
an inert state of the uterus as to fur- 
nish an indication for the use of in- 
struments, which, however, should 
never be employed until the contract- 
ile powers of the uterus have proved 
totally unavailing. 


Of deficient action of the Uterus from 
no obvious cause. 

The author here speaks of the ergot 
of rye (secale cornutum), and borate 
of soda. The latter substance is en- 
tirely useless, and the former has not 
been proved to possess much efficacy 
in quickening the pains of parturition. 
Dr. Davis correctly remarks, that in 
no “‘ one instance has it superseded 
the necessity of using the forceps.” 


Of the influences of Diseases, or the 
results of diseased states of different 
Organs, as causes of deficient action 
of the Uterus. 

These are, Ist, Asciles, which” may 

have an unfavourable influence on the 

function of parturition, both constita- 
tionally, by diminishing the general 
powers of the system, and locally and 
mechanically, by impeding and other- 
wise impairing the actions of the ab- 
dominal muscles, and those of the 
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vother organs where immediately con- 
cerned inthe process of child-birth ; 
"Sdly, Asthma, “ which may influence 
the parturient function in two ways ; 
viz. first, by being the canse of impe- 
diment to a free and perfect circula- 
tion of blood throngh the pulmonary 
system, and thence indirectly that of 
a feeble state of all the actions of life, 
and, secondly, by subducting from 
the general assembiage of powers pro- 
perly interested, and usually engaged 
in the process of a portion, at least, of 
‘one of its mostimportant constituents, 
ie. the ordinarily concurrent agency 
of the diaphragm and intercostal mus- 
“eles.” In most of the cases of pro- 
tracted labour from this cause that 
our author has seen “ the earliest 
stages of the process were those 
which appeared to have been princi- 
pally affected by it ; whilst, in almost 


every instance, the use of the forceps 
became unnecessary as soon as the 
orifice of the uterus became sufficient- 
ly developed to admit of its safe ap- 
plication.—pp. 82, 83. 


Sdly, Emphysema ; 


* Emphysema from the rupture of 
a part of the bronchial structure of 
the lungs during labour, is an inci- 
dent to be imputed exclusively to ex- 
‘treme ‘severity of the labour pains 
I have myself seen four such cases, 
and they all oceurred in the midst of 
a tremendous excitement of the heart 
and arteries. I had no hesitation in 
secommending very copious bleeding, 
which in every instance afforded the 
most marked relief. Three of the 
patients were delivered without me- 
whanical assistance. In the fourth, 
tthe forceps was introduced to improve 
‘the position of the fetal head, and 
then withdrawn. All the children 
were born alive. The mothers reco- 
vered perfectly satisfactorily, and the 
emphysema vanished without punctur- 
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ing the integuments,” which is by-no 

means remarkable.—pp. 83, 84. : 

Of dificult Parturition from rigidity, 
and other unfavourable states of the 
orifice of the Uterus. 

Speaking of rigidity, our author says, 

“The treatment of protracted la- 
bour from this cause must have for 
its object the removal, or a consider- 
able subdaction of the cause itself. 
That indication is to be obtained in 
part by mechanical means; but prin- 
cipally and generally more satisfac- 
torily and beneficially by constita- 
tional measures. 

The mechanical means are common- 
ly understeod, and the principal con- 
stitutional measure is the abstraction 
of blood, which, in some instances, 
has been carried to a great extert. 
In one case, for example, Dr. Dewees, 
of Philadelphia, took from a lusty pa- 
tient upwards of two quarts of bleed 
with perfect success, and three years 
afterwards delivered the same woman 
by precisely similar treatment.* In 
another case he employed tobacco 
enemata, but without success. 

The principles to be attended to 
inthe application of the forceps and 
other instruments, on account of ex- 
traordinary rigidity, small capacity, 
or other unfavourable states of the 
orifice of the uterus, are comprised in 
the following rules :— 

1. Simple rigidity, without dis- 
ease, will generally yield to judici 
constitutional treatment, and the cau- 
tious use of the finger ; and therefore, 


in such cases, the application of the 
forceps will very rarely be required. 





* Midwifery, p.379. Dr. Davis 
justly condemns prospective bleeding 
in anticipation of a mere possibility, 
which might or might not be realized 
by the event. 
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2d. The of-vaginal h 
sctenty ahah eanenron Subrescaess 


sound. 

3d, Itshould always have for its 
locality, as. the centre of the incisions 
to be made trom it, the proper situa- 
tion. of the os uteri, indicated usually 
by a cicatrix, nipple-like projection, a 
sort of sulcus between the aggiutinat- 
ed labia of the part, or some other 
specific peculiarity in the feel of its 
structure. To guard against all pos- 
sible rashness, I would suggest, that 
se important an operation should 
never be undertaken without the sanc- 
tion of a well-appointed consu|tation. 

4th. As an operation of so much 
consequence should never be under- 
taken too soon, nor until the evidence 
of its necessity shail have been ren- 
dered perfectly satisfactory ; so, on 
the other hand, it should not be de- 
layed too long, so as to expose the 
structures concerned to the dangers of 
fatal contusion and laceration. 

Sth. After forming and freely com- 
municating to the friends of the pa- 
tient a suitable prognosis, the opera- 
tion of vaginal hysterotomy should be 
performed, even in the most desperate 
circumstances, rather than suffer both 
mother and child to perish, without 
any effort to save them.* 

6th. Should the section of the orifice 
and. neck of the uterus be unfortu- 
nately sacceeded by a profuse hemor- 
rhage, or, in the event of its being so 
long delayed, that it might be highly 
improbabie that the uteras would be 
competent to resame its office, 
finally to effect its own delivery, then 
it should become a matter of delibe- 
ration with the practitioner, whether 
he should farther assist, by having re- 
course to the use of the forceps, or to 


the manual operation of delivering by’ 


the feet. As a general princi it 
cannot be denied, that the hand, being 


_— 





* Dri Davis here cites a case in 
illustration of this principle, from 
Heatu's translation of Baudelocque’s 
Midwifery, vol. ii. p. 107, and re- 
fers to another in Leroux's Journal, 
wok xxxvi. p. 154, 





of softer texture, and itself endowed 
with feeling, would be the more gener 
tle instrument. On the contrary, if 
we su the — head ——— 
abl vanced, or engaged 
the cavity of the ae gem 9 suffi-. 
cient extent of communication to have’ 
been made between the uterus and® 
the vagina, it is evident that the.ap- 
plication of the forceps might prove 
a much ‘erable measure. To se- 
cure, however, all the mechanical ad+ 
vantages attainable in such deplorable 
cases with the least possible addi- 
tional injary to parts already wound~ 
ed and perhaps disease’, our art 
should be furnished with a much 
greater variety of instruments of the’ 
forceps class: than it has hitherte 
possessed.” —pp. 96, 97, 98 


It is impossible, by any analysi» 
that our limits will allow, to give am 
adequate idea of the compartments 06 
the work which succeed to the princi- 
ples above cited, more particalarly 
of those which are devoted to the-con» 
sideration of “ syncope during la~ 
bour,” the “ importance of a just 
prognosis,” convalsions, and hamor= 
rhage; nor is it possible, without: 
the assistance of plates, to explaim 
with sufficient accuracy to be useful 
the various modifications of insteu« 
ments, and their application, that are: 
here proposed and described, be~ 
cause the author, relying upon thes 


or | excellence of his plates, has not beem: 


so particular or copjoas as he might) 
have been with his descriptive letter- 
press ; but this is hardly a fault, for 
certainly the former method of illus- 
tration possesses many advantages, an@ 
without it, probably the subject could 
scarcely have been rendered at all ine 
telligible, or at least to the extent it is 
at present. There is one instrument 
notwithstanding (the forceps) which 
our author tells us, upom the authority, 
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of th€“late Mr. Lowry, cannot even 
be described by a drawing, and of 
this he strongly recommends inétra- 
ment-makers to procure a model from 
the origival maker ;* again, speaking 
of other instraments, he says “ It is 
extremely difficult to give a drawing 
or description which would enable a 
workman to make them without a 
model.” The plates, however, have 
the merit of showing their correct 
application, under the various posi- 
tions 2nd circumstances which indi- 
cate their use, but this also, as our 
readers must be aware, is equally in- 
_ explicable, without such graphic illus- 
trations as a reference to the volume 


can alone supply. 

There is one instrument (the ost co- 
tomist, or bone-pliers) which the au¢ 
thor recommends in cases of extreme 
distortion of the pelvis, as capable, 
not only of enabling “ skilful ope- 


rators to effect deliveries in cases of 
moderate distortions with much more 
facility to themselves,” but also “ of 
reducing, almost to zero, the necessity 
of having recourse to that last extre- 
mity of our art, and the forlorn hope 
of the unhappy patient, the Cesarean 
operation.” The instrument appears 
to be of considerable power, and is 
thus described :— 

“ The whole is made of solid and 
well-tempered steel ; its cutting euds 
are worked into two long and fenes- 
trated oval rims, of unequal size, but 
of nearly equal strength ; the smaller 
is of a size to enter into and to fit 
closely within the parietes of the 
Jarger; the maiually adapted parts of 
each being formed into a continuous 
oval edge, they become competent, 





* Mr. Botschan, of Worship-street, 
Finsbury-square. 
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when brought together and firmly ap- 
plied to their object, to exert a pro- 
digious power upon a portien of bone 
placed within their grasp; the han- 
dies are of great length in proportion 
to the parts anterior to the joint, and 
being of sufficient strength to be per- 
tectly inelastic and inflexible, ir 
power must be deemed equal to the 
full length of their leverage, multi- 
plied by the muscular force employed 
in asing them.”— pp. 305, 306: 

* One or two sections taken ont 
by the osteotomist from the basis of 
the skull, which is by far the most 
bulky part of the fetal cranium, will 
generally have the effect of putting aw 
end to all difficulty. In cases of 
greater confinement, a few additional 
sections will, perhaps, require to be 
made, in order to give a sw 
degree of facility to the after part of 
the operation. The extreme breadth 
of the broadest oval rim of the osteo- 
tomist is precisely three-quarters of 
an iuch ; I may, therefore, take it for 
granted, that wherever there may be 
sufficient space to admit of the intro- 
duction of this instrument, together 
with the point of an index finger to 
feed it with successive purchases of 
bone, it will be practicable to effect, 
and therefore prudent to attempt, the 
delivery by the natural passages.— 
There are few pelves, even in large 
collections of distorted ones, with su- 
perior apertures so small as not to 
furnish from between an inch and an 
inch and a half of space in the direc- 
tion of their congregate diameters ; or, 
at leas¢, of antcro-posterior diameters 
across some part of their brim. In 
any such cases I should think it my 
daty to avail myself of the use of the 
osteotomist, and to undertake the de- 
livery by the natural passages.”— 
p- 307. 

This instrament, and the mode of 
using it, are accurately described by 
a plate. Dr. Davis, it seems, has 
certain models of several deformed 
pelves, made of very hard oak, which 
by the aid of straps and buckles, 
and an os coccygis of very strong 
leather appended to the parts of the 
apparatus, representing the sacrum, 
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“ as also sacro-ischiatic ligaments of 
the same materials, and certainly not 
less yielding than their natural proto- 
types, which are fixed, at their proper 
points of attachment respectively, to 
the sacral and ischial bones, by strong 
brass plates,” &c. All these things 
being arranged, “ little subjects,” ge- 
nerally the produce of still-births, or 
of deaths supervening shortly after- 
wards, are firmly strapped down in 
the position determined upon at the 
brim of distorted pelves, and a prin- 
cipal operator, and two assistdnt pu- 
pils, ure appointed to undertake the 
delivery. Among these “‘ represen- 
tative” pelves, is that of Elizabeth 
Thompson, described by Dr. Hutt, 
in which “ the largest circle that can 
be formed in any part of the superior 
aperture does not exceed, in diame- 
ter, one inch,” through which, it would 
scem, Dr. Davis has osteotomised and 


extracted the remains of several dead 


children. No doubt such apparatus 
as these are extremely ingenious, and 
better calculated than precepts to 
initiate the pupil into the mysteries 
of the art; but it must be borne in 
mind, that here are no soft parts to 
iaterfere with or to be injured by the 
free motions of the operator ; besides 
which, there are cther hindrances 
and circumstances to be censidered, 
which may render a very confident 
and successful practitioner on “ re- 
presentatives”’ a very silly and ineffi- 
cient one in the puerperal chamber, 
where, at last, he who wishes to learn 
this art will be compelled to resort. 
Such contrivances, however, are not 
without their value, nor are they, we 
believe, altogether without precedent. 
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In what respect the pupils from 
this “ wonder-working academy” sur- 
pass those educated at other schools 
we have not been able to discover, 
but it certainly does appear to us, 
that the almost indignant tone of su- 
periority which the teacher and au- 
thor has assumed (however mach his 
zeal for the advancement of opera- 
tive midwifery may be pleaded in 
mitigation) would have been “ more 
honoured in the breach than in the 
observance.” Such a line of conduct 
but ill accords with our notions of 
excellence, or with our views of pro- 
priety. We do not take Dr. Davis 
to be an invidious sinner, nor do 
we think that he has trespassed to 
the extent that others have, or at 
least to the extent that a modern 
surgeon and vain ane <clf-opinioned 
critic has, whose conduct has been so 
much and so justly reprobated in this 
metropolis, and whose fate, we trast, 
will be a beacon to future lecturers 
and authors not to allow the insigni- 
ficant approbation of a few foolish 
friends to induce them to risk their 
frail barks of reputation on the oceans 
of controversy, or to propel them 
upon those fatal quicksands which self- 
esteem, self-complaccncy, and nar- 
row-minded views and prospects of 
self-interest, are sure to mcet with. 
It may be pleasant to do so and so, 
to endeavour te obscure a rival's fame, 
or to monopolize, if it were possible, 
all the knowledge of the day ; but of 
this we are sure, that the man who 
has the most science will ever be the 
most humble, and that he who pos- 
sesses the least will of consequence 
manifest the greatest arrogance and 
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the most profound conceit. All such 
employments should be avoided, as 
Horace hinted long ago :— 
Interfasa nitentes 
’ Vites wquora Cycladas. 

Withal, in spite of what we have 
been obliged to say, the present work 
is, in our opinion, the most complete 
that has yet appeared on the subject 
of operative midwifery, and will be 
placed on the shelf with Joun Brett's 
“* Principles” and Cooper “ On Dis- 
locations,” with a certainty of being 
remembered and consulted as long as 
either. 





LIVING SKELETON. 


Tuere is asort of rabid curiosity 
ewtich afflicts the inkabitants of this 
metropolis, and which, like canine 


matiness, seems to increase with the 
influence of the dog-star. It is, ac- 
cordingly, at this season of the year 
that speculators gencrally attempt to 
turn this disease to account by the 
introduction of some extraordinary 
novelty. Not a summer passes with- 
out its mermaid, its fire-eater, or its 
Bonassus; and the public are now 
invited, at the moderate charge of 
Aalf a crown a dupe, to the spectacle 
of an’ emaciated Frenchman, under 
the attractive title of a “ Living Ske. 
leton.” This exhibition is one of the 
most impudent and disgusting at- 
tempts to make a profit of the public 
appetite for novelty, by an indecent 
exposure of human suffering and de- 
gradation, which we have ever wit- 
nessed. We are not, however; about 
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to gratify the persom who has dragge? 
the victim of his cnpidity from his na~ 
tive country, for the purposes of a pub- 
lie exhibition, by expressing any ex- 
traordinary indignation at his conduct. 
He is, no doubt, perfectly aware-of 
the advantages of the “ puff collu- 
sive,” and would be well content 
it should go forth to the public, that 
the “ Living Skeleton,” as he styles 
this unfortunate foreigner, is a sight 
which nobody ought to see, and which, 
nevertheless, every body was profli- 
gate enough to be running to sees 
We shall better defeat his mercenary 
object by stating, that a month’s at 
tendance in our Hospitals is sufficient 
to render such spectacles as this “ Liv- 
ing Skeleton” but too familiar to the 
eyes of the student, and that we have 
frequently seen cases of emaciation; 
from phthisis and disease of the mesen~ 
teric glands, quite as afflicting as that 
for the exhibition of which an attempt 
is now made to extract money from the 
pockets of the public. As to the state- 
ment, that this wretched individual 
enjoys a'state of perfect health, it is, 
upon the face of it, ridiculous ; and the 
slightest examination of tlie patient 
establishes its falsehood. It is a case 
of disease and suffering to which the 
public are invited—disease, for which 
there is no remedy, and suffering; 
which admits of no termination, ex 
cept that which is likely to be accele~ 
rated by the daily exposure of the 
patient's person in a state of nudity, 
to be gazed at and handled by idle 
and senseless spectators: We were 
sorry to find that the person who has 
brouglit over this unfortunate fo+ 


reigner, under the hypocritical pre 





*tence of promoting the interests 

, is an Englishman, but our 
surprize was somewhat diminished on 
hearing that he is also a Saint. It is 
“ under Providence,” it seems, that 
he hopes to be the instrument of ad- 
vancing science, by exhibiting a THIN 
FRENCHMAN at two shillings and six- 
pence a-head! The following is the 
exquisite paragraph in which this 
pious purpose is announced :— 

“In this enlightened age, when 
science has advanced with rapid 
strides, and borne down before it 
every prejudice which ignorant and 
interested pretenders have attempted 
to to its course; when the ex- 
celience of the arts, of literature, eom- 
merce, chemistry, and medicine, have 
arrived at great perfection, owing to 
fair disenssign and open in 
man must feel proud and conscious 
that he is rendering atrne and im- 
portant benefit to mankind in general, 
and to his own country in particular, 
whenever he is the instrument, through 
Providence, of bringing before the ob- 
servation of scientific men any object 
calculated, through theiv inquiries and 
researches, to meliorate the general 
condition of our corporeal state, and 
render us more intimately acquainted 
with the formation of the human 
frame, and the extraordinary sports 
of nature, occasionally exhibited in 
its construction.” 

Cant and hypocrisy are here pro- 
minent enough! In the name of Joe 
Burns, what does the Showman mean 
by stating that the exhibition of such 
an uninteresting creature is calculated 
either to “‘ promote the interests of 
acience,” or ‘‘ meliorate the general 
eondition of our corporeal state”? To 
us it appears capable only of exciting 
disgust. We have, however, no more 
space to allot to the subject, but may 
perhaps recur to it, if this ontrage on 
public decency should be persisted in. 


iry, every | 
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THE DUBLIN HOSPITALS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Dublin, Ang. 4th, 1825. 


Si1r,—The Surgical Pupils of this 
City have some reason to complain of 
the indolence of your learned and 
astute Corres ent Erinensts, in 
his neglecting to visit the various hos- 
pitals of this metropolis, where he 
woald find the most gratifying oppor- 
tunities of applying his caustic appli- 
cations to baneful excrescences of 
morbid growth, which have been time 
immemorial equally injurious and vex- 
ations to operators and spectators, 
patients and pupils, bat which wonld 
soon yield to the severe but whole- 
some dressings you employ. 

Hitherto Extensis has only amused 
himself and the public with the Pro- 
fessors, but let him tickle the Hospi- 
tal Surgeons a little, and I shall pro- 
mise that he will find rare sport 
amongst them. These observations 
will be illustrated by an ocearrence 
which I shall now detail. 

On Tuesday last (2d August) hear- 
ing that the operation of removing a 
portion of the lower jaw, on account 
ef an osteo tous disease, was 
to be performed at the Richmond 
Surgical Hospital, I made my way, 
with many others, uninvited into the 
operating theatre of that institution. 
This room, though larger than any of 
the theatres of the London Hospitals, 
was nearly filled by Pupils and Sar- 
geons; the former seated on the 
benches, the latter standing on what 
may be termed the stage, and ob-. 
structing and bbishly closing up 
its whole area. The patient was a 
boy about fourteen—the operator, Mr. 
Carmicnae.. The patient was placed 
on the lap of an able assistant, but 
on the first incision the boy screamed 
and siraggled with so much violence 
that it required much more than the 
strength, applied as it was, of the many 
broad - shouldered gentlemen sur- 
rounding him to keep him on his seat, 
but as to securing his head, the more 
hands that attempted it the worse 
they succeeded. regular confusion 
now ensued ; the operator supplicated 














for light, air, and room; his privi- 
leged brethren thronged but the more 
intensely about him; the pupils lost 
altogether a sight of the patient, the 
operation, and even of the operator. 
The patient was shifted to a table, 
but still remained invisible; his 
continued screams, however, and the 
repeated remonstrances of Mr, Car- 
MICHAL, insisting for elbow room, 
assured us that the operation was still 
going on, but as to a glance at the 
res gesta, we might as well have been 
posted at the outside of the building. 

This scene (if scene it could be 
called that seen was not) continued 
upwards of half an hour, when at 
length the pupils were gratified with 
a view of the piece of the jaw-bone 
which had been removed, and which 
exhibited an interesting specimen of 
this disease in its early stage, while 
the medullary substance is still en- 
cased by bene. We also saw the 
boy walk stoutly out of the operating 
room, notwithstanding his sufferings 
and loss of b)ood, without deigning 
to avail himselt of the assistanee which 
was proficred to him on all sides. 

Now, Mr. Editor, is not an opera- 
tion thus ill-managed and obstructed 
a disgrace to the elders of the pro- 
fession, uninstructive to the pupils, 
and dangerous in the extreme to the 

tient? How the operator, incum- 

ered and pressed upon by crowds, 
was able to perform his work is more 
than I can conjecture. He must 
certainly have the qualifications of 
coolness, determination, and self-pos- 
session, in no slight degree, who 
could accomplish such a task amidst 
such obstructions. I heard him re- 
peatediy call for fresh sponges and 
nstrnments, but the pupil who had 
the care of the materiel had been 
hustled ont of his place and could not, 
withont the greatest difficulty and de- 
lay, struggle back to the table. 

Why did his colleagues of the hos- 
pital permit the operator to be tus 
hampered and harrassed? If one of 
the number, instead of cracking his 
jokes, had cracked some of the numb- 
skulls which intercepted the light 
from the patient in his perilous situ- 
ation, he would have better deserved 
the appellation of “ Paddy Carey,” 
with which Eainensts has christened 
him. I observed two Foreigners pre- 
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sent, who shrugged their shoulders at 
the irregularity they witnessed, and I 
could not avoid blushing for my dis- 
orderly countrymen. 

Many other matters requiring your 
correcting hand, Mr. Editor, press 
upon my recollection, and I shall fur- 
nish you with them in some future 
communication, if I find that the pre- 
sent shall not be considered unworthy 
of your notice; and I remain your 
obedient servant and warm admirer, 


A Pupit or THe CoLLece OF 
Surceons in IRELAND. 


P.S. I yesterday (Wednesday) 
visited the Richmond Hospital again, 
for the purpose of seeing an amputa- 
tion of the arin by the same operator, 
and I was well pleased to hear that 
gentleman, in the presence of the pu- 
pils, give directions to the apothecary 
to have permanent seats erected for 
such of the seniors of the profession 
as might be present, “ which arrange- 
ment,” he observed, “ will place the 
visitors in their proper station, that 
of spectators and not of performers, 
and prevent that officious and indeli- 
cate interference which embarrasses 
the operator, obstrncts the view of 
the pupil, and, what is of more con- 
seqnence, may even endanger the life 
of the patient.” - 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Si1r,—I should indeed have been 
astonished had my letter remained un- 
answered, but my gratification would 
have exceeded my surprize had the 
charges against Mr. STantey been 
contradicted by facts instead of un- 
supported assertions. ‘* A Dresser of 
St. Bartholomew's” sees, if I recol- 
lect rightly, through a false medium ; 
and, sincerely as 1 regret his organic 
infirmity, Llament still more his men- 
tal blindness. He preconceives the 
question he undertakes to defend, and 
weighs Mr. Stanley’s merits by his 
pupillary patronage. His impotent 
defence is converted into an innocent 
attack on the “ Pupil,” which does 
less credit to his head than his heart. 
He mistakes my premises, falsifies 
my concinsions, and, burried away by 
the impulse of the moment, he con- 
fidently asserts what I as coolly con- 
tradict. Even “ A Dresser” must be 
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aware that assertion is no proof, and 
I feel, sir, as little delicacy for Mr. 
ne as his injudicivus friend, to 
w 


“TI could a tale unfold, whose light- 
est word 

bf harrow up his soul, freeze 

his young bl 

Make hie two eyes, ‘like stars, start 


from their spheres, 

And each year hair to stand 
on en 

Like quills upon the fretful poreu- 
pine.” 


I begia to think this defence isa 
piece of consummate irony, for really 
any cool unimpassioned reader, mark- 
ing the profusion of abominable epi- 
thets, such as—‘ vile and opprobious 
—false and malignant—base insinua- 
tions—implacable hatred—envious and 
contemptible individual”-—with which 
this advecate for decency bespatters 
me, will instantly suspect that the 
writer is another ‘‘ masked monster,” 
having a Gorgen’s head, piercing Mr. 
Stanley under the garb of amity. An 
injudicious friend is worse than an 
open enemy. Were he really desirous 
of defending Mr. S. from unjuet at- 
tacks, a dignified style, gentlemanly 
language, and undeniable facts would 
best become his knight errantry. I 
advise “ A Dresser,” if he values his 
friend's feelings more than his Quix- 
otical ambition of appearing in print, 
not to gratily his cacroethes scribendi 
at his expense. It needs no penetra- 
tion to discover that he has got be- 
yond his depth; perhaps this is his 
maiden effort, and, like most first 
feats of knight-errantry, is charac- 
terised more by rashness than reason 
—indiscretion than prudence. Let 
him beware how be ailvocates a cause 
he is unprepared to defend, especially 
where the retaining fee is self-grati- 
fication. That he is professionally 
ignorant is evident from the libellons 
comparison he has made, by naming 
Mr. Stanley in the same breath with 
a Lawrence. Perhaps this is another 
proof of his ironical powers, for, in 
common with the rest of the profes- 
sion, we have yet to learn in what 
one particular the similitude exists. 
To conclude; whether, Sir, I am un- 
worthy to unloose Mr. Stanley's shoe 
latchet is a question about which I 
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feel no uneasiness; though I have little 
doubt but “ A Dresser” would per- 
form a more menial office to stand 
well with the unfortunate individaal 
whose character can be so easily 
shaken by the breath of such * an 
envious, contemptible, and insignifi- 
cant creature,” as Pur. 


This is the last Letter we can admit 
upon such an individual as Mr. Stan- 
Ley, who is altogether too insignifi- 
cant to be allowed to occupy our pages 
with controversy.—Eb. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—The week before last I took 
the liberty of addressing a few lines 
to the Medical Pablic, through the 
medinm of your valuable journal, com- 
plaining of grievances which I, in com- 
mon with other Dressers, sustained. 
My object, in making those’ observa- 
tions, was not so much to criminate 
the conduct of House Surgeons as to 
expose that of their Principals, and 
to show the deceptiveness of the sys- 
tem which they employed to increase 
their own importance and emoluments, 
withont any regard to the benefit of 
others. To develope this worst of 
cheating and bring it before the pub- 
lic I have long wished ; to analyse its 
subtleties and investigate its wiles 
I have long laboured, and I trast I 
shall receive as a recompence, if not 
an amelioration of my own oppres- 
sions, a mitigation of them for those 
who may succeed. A course of fraud 
cannot be long pursued without de- 
tection—honour and justice cannot be 
trampled on unrevenged, and I anti- 
cipate a period when the punishment 
conseqnent on the detection and expo- 
sure of the dresser-mongeriug system 
now adopted at St. Bartholomew’s, 
will be an absolate want of them. It 
will then be proved, whether or not . 
the i:cuse Surgeons are capable of 
doing the drudgery which now falls to 
the lot of these dento-phlebotomists. 
I have been informed, that the Go- 
vernors do not recognize such indivi- 
duals as Dressers, aud in their ia- 
structions to the House Surgeons they 
desire them to attend, personally, to 
every accident and every case in the 
hospital (a copy of which is generally 
shown to Mr. Abernethy’s friends as 
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@ placebo post exulas), evidently mak- 
ing them responsible for their well or 
\dt-doing; if sweh is the case, and I 
‘firmly believe it is, they, so far from 
being culpable for attending Dressers’ 
cases on their accident day, onght 
to be commended for it; and = 
ligence and dereliction of duty might 
be fairly laid to their account if they 
omitted to do so. It would be very 
satisfactory, however, if the duty of 
Dresser and House Surgeon was 
more explained and distinctly defined ; 
the aperient power of the Dresser 
would then be found to vanish as 
bravado sinks in the presence of cou. 
rage; his nominal qualities would 
~only be left, which, like many other 
things, serve no useful or beneficial 
purpose ; at present, the mode pur- 
sued by each is 2 complete “ catch if 
youcan.” Ifa Dresser attends to an 
accident, he is afraid the House Sur- 
gen should see him; and if the case 
« i, he is reproved for his unwar- 
rantable and clandestine proceed- 
ings; if it does well, the House Sur- 
geon is sure, during the cure, to be 
ing and interfering, so that the 
still: gains no credit.’ Under 

‘such circumstances, it is vite ham 
to talk of a Dresser’s Accident dav ; 
it is no more than a day on which he 
attends to bleed and draw teeth for 
all such as desire it. If any other 
case occurs which the Binary Com- 
nd do not like, the labour of it is 
to the Dresser as an act of 
charity on the part of the House Sur- 
geon, for which he, the Dresser, is 

‘ander a vast obligation. 

nding, permit me to 
say that I perfectly coincide with the 
sentiments expressed in your Notice 
to Correspondents, that the Dresser 
syne pays fifty guineas for his situa- 
tion is a blockhead, if he is previously 
acquainted with what I have endea- 
voured to explain ; but it muscedbe re- 
collected that this knowledge is usu- 
ally the resnit of a dear-bought ex- 
perience; if they, however, enter 
same afterwards, blockheads 
and must be to their own 
and prejudicial to that of 


Torttssrmus Mepres. 


St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
2d August, 1825. 


Te the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—The oppressions under whieh 
the Dressers of St. Bartholomew's 
have laboured for the last seven 
months appear to be but a prelude to 
more important encroach: The 
numerous readers of your wigely cir- 
culated paper must already-be aware 
that they are mere nomial charac- 
ters, whose official duty consists in 
little more than phlebotomizing when 
commanded. 

That fifty guineas should be ex- 
tracted from their pockets under the 
fallacious promises that are held.oat 
to them by the surgeons, is a-cirewm- 
stance which cannot be too —_ _ 
posed, or sufficiently reprobated. t 
the Dressers are thoronghly duped, 
cannot be denied. I should be ashamed 
of exposing their imbecility to a me- 
dical public, were I not aware that 
many young men are intending to fill 
those offices, who may be ignorant of 
the insignificance ot what they are so 
anxions to obtain. The present Hoase 
Surgeons, Messrs. Scource and At 
worm, (sound headed men, as Mr. 
ABERNETHY calls them,) see.n deter- 
mined to push matters to extremities, 
| by their ungentlemanly tyranny and 
| officious interference. 1 
| heard a fellow Dresser seriously chid 
by Mr. Scource, for allowing a flea 
bite to be damissed on accident day 
without his inspection. A scrateh has 
no right to be dressed till the Honse 
Surgeon has examined it, and dic- 
tated the proper plan of treatment; 
vor can a fractare be put in splints 
| till he has proneuneed it deserving 
of them. Que of Mr. Asernetuy’s 
dressers, however, determined to re- 
sist so unpleasant a yoke, aud ven- 
tured to put a strip of adhesive plaster 
on a cut head, ex jadicio suo ; but the 
all-knowing Mr. Scource, taking for 
his rule, I suppose, “ obsta principiis;” 
indignantly tore off the dressing, to the 
annoyance of the patient, chagrin of 
the Dresser, and surprize of the pupils, 
and, | may add, to his own disgrace. 
On Mr. E—e’s complaining of suck 
conduct, he was told that his nose 
would suffer unless his tongue were 
silent. The valiant House Surgeon hav- 
ing cautionsly regulated his threat by 
the stature of his rival. Thus a Dresser 
enters upon disadvantages, and is 











ont a remedy for 

such aggravated ubuses, it will greatly 

if not, the insertion of this 

some unsuspecting Tyro 

becoming the dupe and plunder 
pital Sar f 


A Dresser. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Extensive Ulceration succeed- 
ing Venereal Bubo. 


Tue following ease affords an exam- 
ple of that species of ulceration suc- 
ceeding bubo which is particularly 
metieed by Jonn Howrer, in his work 
om Venereal Disease, when treating 
“* of the consequences of buboes.” 

D. Christey, a stent man, about 50 

of age, was admitted into the 
ital on January 26th, under the 
care of Mr. MorGax, with an exten: 
sive ulcer in the left groin, which he 
stated was in consequence of venereal 
disease, and gave the following his- 
tery of the affection. Abont five 
months previous to his admission, he 
had chancre, followed by a bubo, 
which suppurated. Under the direc- 
tion of some surgeon, he took mer- 
= until the mouth became affected, 
the sore got nearly well, when 
saddenly it assumed an unhe 
sams. and spread considerably. 
now consulted several surgeons, 
bat under no plan of treatment did 
the sore heal in the least. He says, 
that at this time his general heaith 
was“ tolerably ;” and ander these 
cireumstanees he came into the Hos- 
pital. The character of the nlcera- 
tien is as follows: it extends from the 
upper part of the thigh inside, on a 
ime with, and close to the middle of, 
the scrotum, running up the abdomen 


of this uleer ; it is, however, not very 
deep? it was not more than half ite 
presentextent when the patient came 
‘into the Hospital. 

| After his admission he was directed 
to take 

| Powder of Sarsaparilia, 1 drachwm, 

Quicksilver, with chaik, 2 grains, 

in a powder, to be taken three times. 
a day, and the dilated nitric acid lo- 
tion to be applied to the ulcer; after a 
few weeks, the quantity of quicksilver, 
with cha‘k, was increased to five 
grains each dose, and the cataplasm 
of hemlock applied ; the sore did not 
appear to yield in the least to this 
plan of treatment. It would be te- 





| dious to enter into a regular detail of 
all the medicines exhibited and appli- 
| cations used ; it will be sufficient to 


| enamerate them generally, and a 
| in the order in which they were u 

| Ointment of opium and lard to the 
juleer, with the internal exhibition of 
| bark and nitric acid, yellow wash, a 
strong solution of nitrate of silver, 
black wash pouitice, arsenical caustic, 
and the application of pure nitric 
acid to the ulcer, all alike failed in 
prodiicing any amendment; a few 
weeks since, under the supposition, 
we presume, of some latent venereal 
disposition, bine pill and opium were 
given night and morning for a short 
time, on this being omitted, he took 
1 drachm of the carbonate of irom: 
three times a day for about a fortnight, 
and he is now taking three grains of: 
the sulphate of quinine three times a 
day, and applies a caustic poultice to: 
the ulcer, 

Mr. Morean having exhausted the 
Materia Medica in the attempt te 
cure this disease, has recommended 
the man to go into the comntry. 
We ee to observe, that the appli- 
cation of the pure nitric acid (which 
has been so strongly eee 
to the edges of this sore, 
much pain, but was aot attended witht 
the least benefit. 
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Case of a severe blow on the Abdomen, 
Sollawed by symptoms of Acute Peri- 
toneal Inflammation. 


Thomas Child, a boy of spare habit, | 
about 12 years of age, was bronght | 
into the Hospital on Sunday morning, 
July 31, at nine o’clock. It was 
stated that he had been hicked by a 
horse over the abdomen, and “upon | 
examination there was found much | 


discoloration of the integuments about | 
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symptoms were very urgent; puise 
130, and still denoting action; the 
countenance pale and anxious, the 
breathing hurried, and_ principally 
pe:tormed by the assistance of the in- 
tercostal muscles; the stomach con- 
tinnes to reject every thing, and the 
abdomen is exceedingly tender and 
somewhat tympanitic; the skin and 
tongue are both moist, and the colo- 
cynth enema only procured one evacu- 


cuation. A blister was ordered to be 


the right iliac region; the accident | applied to the abdomen, and a pill 
occurred a few hours previous to the | composed of 


patient's admission, but the constitu | ‘ulomel, 1 grain 
tion had not recovered from the shock ; | © > say 1 fe : 
the pulse was small, quick, and fee- to be taken every four hours, with 
ble, the countenance pailid ; still there | 4 qose of saline effervescing mixture ; 


was not so much depression of the je commenced with these medicines 
vital energy as could lead to the sup- | 


~ egg of any viscus being ruptured. 
patient was put to bed, and | 
shortly reaction took place; the pulse 
became quick and contracted, the ab- 
domen tender upon pressure, and the | 
patient very restless. | 

At noon, Mr. Cattaway directed 
him to be bled from the arm, which 
was done to the amount of six ounces, | 
when he became faint; after the | 
bleeding he teok calomel, three grains, 
opinm, one grain; the bowels were | 
shortly after this slightly moved once. 

In the evening the tenderness o | 
the abdomen had inc:eaced, and it} 
was more diffused. Pulse very quick 
and sharp, and he frequently vomits 
a greenish coloured fluid. Ten leeches 
were ordered to be applied to the ab- 
domen, and after their application, 
warm fomentations, and an enema of 
castor oil immediately. 


August Ist. We find the pulse this 
morning upwards of 130, and wiry, 
the tongue covered with a brownish 
yellow tur, and dry in the centre ; he 
complains of thirst, but the stomach 
is so irritable, that it immediately re- 
— any liquid taken, and the same 

ind of green fluid is thrown up; the 

abdomen is exquisitely tender, and it 

is also tense. The leeches bled freely ; 

the castor oi! enema of last night pro- 

no evacuation; it was repeated 

early this morning, but the bowels 
have not been opened. 

Eight leeches we:e ordered, by Mr. 
Key, to be rpplied to the abdomen, 
and a colocynth enema to be admi- 
nistered directly. In the evening the 


| 





| at seven in the evening. 


2d. The patient is better to day, 
he slept well during the night; pulse 
108, and more compressible, still 
much tumefaction, and great tender- 
ness of the abdomen; he had a castor 
oil enema late in the evening, and it 
was repeated this moruing, but they 
only produced two seanty evacuations ; 
the tongne is moist, covered with @ 
yelowish brown fur; the stomach does 
not now reject liquids, and the coun- 
tenance is less anxious than last night. 
He was directed to omit the former 
medicines, and to take 1§ drachm of 
castor oi!, mixed with mucilage, 


| 5 drops of laudanum every four hours. 


Another blister to be applied to the 
abdomen ; that applied last night pro- 
duced no effect. 

3d. The bowels remain obstinately 
constipated; he had a castor oil in- 
jection last night and this morning; 
the mixture prescribed yesterday was 
immediately rejected by the stomach ; 
the abdomen continues tense, and 
very tender apon presstire ; pulse 108, 
and small, The patient was seen by 
Mr. Key early this morning, and he 
directed some pills, composed of calo- 
mel, thubarb, and aloes, which, how- 
ever, were brought up by vomiting, 
he afterwards took a dose of sulphate 
of magnesia. At two, p. m. calomel, 
1 grain, opium, $ grain, were exhi- 
bited, and*the dose directed to be 
taken every four hours. 

4th. The patient has certainly ex- 
perienced relief from the calomel 
opium; the abdomen still continues 
tumid, but it is less tender, and vo- 
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miting is not so frequent; tongue 
moist, covered with a brownish far; 
, pulse 100 ; he seems drowsy, which is 
probably from the opinm contained in 
the pills. A commén oil enema was 
given this morning, which returned 
unchanged; it was directed to be 
repeated this evening, and to conti- 
nue the pills. 

5th. Pulse 96, soft and regular; 
tongue less furred ; the bowels have 
been freely evacuated ; the faces dark 
eoloured, scybalous, and exceedinely 
offensive ; the swelling of the abdo- 
men is lessened, and the stomach now 
retains its contents; be was ordered 
to omit the pills. 

7th. Our report of to-day is equally 
favourable ; tne bowels were so much 
disturbed yesterday, that it was 
thought proper to check the diarrhea 
by the exhibition of small doses of 
compound powder of chalk, with 
opiam. 


Case of Compound Fracture, with Dis - 
location~- of the upper head of the 
Fibula, 


William Gabel was brought to the 
Hospital and admitted into Job's 
Ward, under the care of Mr. Key, 
early on the morning of August 3d, 
with severe injury to the left leg. 
Upon examination, it was found there 
was a most extensive lacerated wound 
on the outside of the leg; it extend- 
ed from the outer condyle of the fe- 
mar, several inches down the leg; the 
peronzal muscles, and the gastrocne-. 
mius internus, were torn from their 
attachments to the fibula and also 
much lacerated; the fibula was frac- 
tured about two inches below the 
head of the bone, and it was separat- 
ed from its articulation with the tibia, 
being only held by about one fourth 
of the capsular ligament and by the 
attachment of the biceps; the branches 
of the peroneal nerve were torn 
through and the trunk exposed, which 
was much injured; there was very 
little hamorrhage. 

Mr. Key detached the fibula from 
its slight remaining connexions, and 
ent through the trunk of the peroneal 
nerve, just previous torits division into 
deep and superficial branches ; some 
of the lacerated parts of the muscles 
were removed, and the wound clo-ed 
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as nearly as possible by means of 
a‘thesive plaster antl two sutures at 
the upper part. Much constitutional 
irritation succeeded this injury ; on 
the following day after the accident 
the pulse was very quick, the limb was 
swollen, the patient restless, and com- 
plaining of much pain; he was direct- 
ed totake one grain of calomel and 
half a grain of opium every four hours, 
with a dose of saline effervescing mix- 
ture ; and the lower part of the limb 
to be kept wet with spirit lotion. 

8th. The wound has been dressed 
to-day ; it is suppurating freely ; he 
was ordered a generous diet, with 
porter, and he has omitted the pills 
of calome! and opiam. 


Case of Femoro-popliteal Aneurism, 


John Rands, aged 43, was admit- 
ted into the Hospital August 3, un- 
der the care of Mr. Key, witha large 
swelling, occupying the inside of the 
left thigh, at its lower part, and ex- 
tending into the ham; the tumour had 
the following characters: it was firm 
and inelastic, of ‘considerable size, 
and the integuments covering the ta- 


|mour appeared to be somewhat in- 


flamed, and a very indistinct filucta- 
ating pulsation could be distinguished 
at its upper part; the pulsation of 
the artery in the groin, and also in 
the middle of the thigh, was readily 
to be felt, and the lett leg was ede- 
matous. The patient is a man of 
temperate habits, and is employed in 
some manufactory in the laborious 
occupation of turning a large wheel; 
he stated that he had only perceived 
the swelling about six weeks, and that 
he had continued his daily labour un- 
til within a tew days previous to his 
admission. We believe that Mr. Key 
saw the tumour some time since ; it 
had then a distinct pulsation and was 
much less firm ; he decided that it was 
aneurism of the femoral artery. It 
was apparent, trom the rapid progress 
which the sweiling had made, and 
from its present appearance, that any 
further delay would’ be dangerous.— 
Mr. Key performed the operation of 
tying the femoral artery, on Saturday 
the 7th. 
Operation, 


The patient being placed upon the 
table, and the leg semiflexed, the ope- 





pan cgyd by — an 
s two s in 
= toga part of the thigh, 
third down ; by this inci- 


E 
i 


integuments and fascia-lata 
divided, and the inner edge of 
sa 
; 


2 
4 


rtorias muscle brought into 
with the finger the operater 
w this muscle to the outer side of 
wound, and a careful incision 
being made into the sheath, Mr. K., 
with a probe director, disengaged the 
artery from its surrounding connex. 
ions, and passing the director under 
the artery, it was raised up beyond the 
edges of the wound. This part of the 
operation savoured a little of demon- 
strating, or lecturing, in which it is 
usual to pass the probe under the 
artery, in order to exhibit it to 
the pupils. It is laid down as a 
ral principle, by Sir AsTLey 
Gocen, in valuable lectures on 
aneurism, that in the operation of 
arteries, the artery should be 
disturbed as little as possible’’ from 
its surrounding cellular membrane. 
We believe this principle is generally 
admitted and acted upon ; the reasons 
are so obvious and well knewn that 
we need not repeat them ; perhaps 
Mr. Key had some cogent reason for 
departing from this practice. A liga- 
tare was next passed under the ar- 
tery, by means of the aneurismal 
needie, but when it was drawn tight 
the patient complained of much pain. 
Bearful that a nerve might be includ- 
ed.in the ligature it was removed, 
and the artery carefully examined ; 
but the nerve had not been included. 
Another ligature was then applied, 
and the -patient did not experience 
from its application ; the edges 
of the-wound being carefully bronght 
together by means of adhesive plas- 
ter, the patient was pnt to bed, and 
the limb wrapped up in flannel ; the 
foot felt cold shortly after the opera- 
tion 


On the ote hae oy found 
the patient weed a night ; 
Pe was — brile rn: 
pulse quick, tongue slightly fur- 
red; the limb felt quite warm, and 
indeed of a higher temperatare than 
the opposite limb. 

sth. The rion is going on well ; 
the oedema of the leg has lessened, 


cite 


on. the left side of the) and 
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the tension of the aneurismel 
swelling is dimiuished ; the limb pse- 
serves its temperature, and the pa- 
tient dees not complain of 

It was ascertained, after the ope- 
ration, that he had a small ee nid 
tumour in the middle of the ri 
thigh, which, upon examination, proves 
to be aneurismal. 


Operation. 
On T Mr. B. Cooper ope- 
|rated for stone; the patient was a 
man about 50 years of age. 


The accidents admitted this week 
are but of little interest; the most 
important are—a case ractered 
ribs ; a simple fracture of the hume- 
rus, and a Jacerated wound of the 
face. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Strangulated Scrotal Hernia, 
continued from page 118. * 


July 27th. We found the patient 
this morning labouring under many 
| unfavourable: symptoms; pulse 114 
and full; tongue loaded with a dirty 
white fur; he complains of thirst, and 
| the skin is very hot; there ds-an 
| anxiety of countenance ; the abdeo- 
| men és tense, but not very tender 
upon pressure, and the bowels have 
been acted upon only once since yes- 
terday. He has a tickling cough, 
which is very troublesome, and during 
the night, in a fit ot coughing, the 
hernia descemied, but it was. easily 
returned ; the respiration is laborious, 
and upon applying the ear to ‘the 
chest the rattling noise is heard of 
air passing throngh the bronchial pas- 
sages, filed with viscid mucus, asi 
the expectoration, which is scanty, ie 
of that character. Mr. Green (inthe 
absence of Mr. Travers) directed him 
to be bied to the amount of twelve 











* In the previous report of thie 
case some error occurred in the 
dates; the Fert came into the 
hospital on Monday July 25, instead 
of rasta 26th, *, regs conse- 
quently our report of the symptoms 
on.the day ‘after the operation should 
have been dated 26th. 
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ounces, and to take a table spoonful of 
castor oil immediately, and a dose of 
saline effervescing mixture, with 

Antimoniat wine, 10 drops, 

Tincture of henbane, eight drops, 

every four hours. 

Upon visiting him with Mr. Travers 
after the venesection, we found the 
pulse reduced in force but increased 
in.quickness, being now 120. Mr. T. 
considered a table spoontul of castor 
oik to be insufficient, and directed 
more active purgative medicines, as 

Calomel, five grains, 

Powder of jalap, ten grains, 
to be made into three pills and taken 
immediately. If the pills do not ope- 
rate quickly, let common purgative 
enemata be administered until the 
desired effect be produced. 


28th. Has had three or four co- 
pious alvine evacuations ; the tension 
of the abdomen is diminished, but 
there is much tenderness on the right 
side, and more especially about the 
iliae region; the respiration is still 
laborious and the cough troublesome. 
Puise 120, with a degree of sharpness. 
The pills only operated once last 
night, and he had two enemata ex- 
hibited, which caused the bowels to 
+ Travers directed 
plied to the right 
‘side of the abdomen, and after their 
aj plication the abdomen to be well 
fomented, and to continue taking the 
mixture, with the addition of sulphate 
of magnesia, one drachm to each dose. 
29th. The patient is rather better ; 
the bowels are well open and the 
tenderness of the abdomen is dimi- 
nished ; pulse continues quick (112), 
and the tongue is still furred ; there 
is mach less anxiety of countenance, 
and the state of respiration is some- 
what improved. 
Much as yesterday; pulse 
Savally quick; he complains of grip- 
u in the bowels, which is pro- 
web the effect of the medicine ; the 
wound has been dressed and is look- 
ing well. 
August 2d. Our report of to-day 
és favourable; the quickness of the 
is diminished, and indeed every 
ile yo wlims subsided ; he 
Continaes milk diet, and. the 
wound is dressed daily ; the saline 





puetive-s mixture has been diseen- 
tinued, and he takes castor oil occa- 
sionally. 


Case of severe Burn. 

S. L. was brought to the Hospital. 
en Monday afterneon, July 25, under: 
the care of Mr. Travers. Upon exe 
amination, it was found that. the arms, 
face, and neck were the principal 
parts injured. This accident occur- 
red to the poor man whilst in the act 
of cleaning out a fine. It ap 
that he had some tow with bim, which 
canght fire from a candle, and being 
partly suffucated, he was for some 
time unable to extricate himself from 
the flae. Upon the right arm, toa 
considerable extent, the vitality of 
the parts was destroyed, remain- 
ing part vesieated, and in some places 
the enticle separated ; the other parts 
affected were in the same statc, exe 
cept that the destruction of parts 
was not so great. The patient had 
been brought from Greenwich in a 
cart, and duing his journey severak 
pails of cold water were thrown over 
him; the patient was chill, and in- 
deed the pulsation of the heart could 
scarcely be felt. 

The first object evidently in the 
treatment of this case was to induce 
re-action; the patient was put te bed, 
and brandy frequently given in warm 
gruel; linseed otf and lime water to be 
applied to the injured parts.* 

26th. A slight degree of re-action 
has to the congestive stage 
of yesterday, but the heart’s action is 
still feeble ; the extremities are ——~ 
and he has trequent shiverings; he> 
was seen by Mr. Travers t »who- 
recommended the application of equal 
parts of olive oi and spurit of turpentine; 
this has been applied; he coptinnes. 
to take a table spoonful of brandy 
every six hours. 





* Whatever may be the value of 


this mixture as a topical application 
to burns, it certainly does uot seem 
consistent to apply 
cold application, during what may be 
considered the cold stage of a burn. 
It stands thus :— Brandy petri to in= 
crease the circulation and 


which 
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27th. There is great swelling of 
the neck and face; the application 
eccasions pain for a short time after 
its use; pulse may be felt at the bra- 
chial artery innumerably rapid and 
small; there is still much want of 
e in the circulation, the extre- 
mities being cold. Let him continue 
the brandy, and take a dose of castor 
oil immediately. 

28th. The powers of the constitu- 
tion have rallied; the pulse is very 
rapid, but it has more force, and the 
feet are now of natural (or rather of 
increased) warmth. It is evident 
there will be considerable sloughing 
of the integuments on the right arm, 
and there is a hard brown eschar on 
the side of the face. The topical ap- 
plication is continued to the parts ; 
the patient takes the brandy every 
eight hours, and the nurse had direc- 
tions to administer it at any time 
when he complained of feeling chill. 

30th. The patient is goirg on fa- 
vourably ; pulse continues very rapid, 
but there does not appear to be any 
internal organ suffering from or im- 
plicated in this state of excitement ; 
trom the great destruction of parts, 
which must be thrown off by the 
sloughing process, there will be con- 
siderable demand on the powers of 
the constitution. 

August Ist. There appears to be 
a great deal of inflammatory action 
about the injured parts; there is 
much heat and redness around the 
vesications, and the sloughs are sepa- 
rating from the burns. From the 
parts having now become sensible, 
the turpentine application occasions 
much pain, and the patient is restless 
and irritable: an opiate ht was 
given on Saturday night and repeated 
again last night, and the brandy is 
continued. 

Aug. 3d. The restlessness and irri- 
tation has subsided, and the patient 
is much better. After the last report, 
he was visited by the apothecary, who 
directed the followin s mixture to be 
taken three times a dzvy : 

Infusion of Cascarilia, & drachms; 

Infusicn of Roses, 5 drachins ; 

Tincture of Henbane, ¢ drachm. 
The brandy was ordered to be discon 
tinued, and he takes 4 oz. of por 
wine daily ; the sores are suppurating 

freely. 
; 
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Case of Fracture of the Cranium. 


A child, about seven months old, 
was brought into the Hospital on 
Friday noon, with severe injury to 
the head, which happened from the 
following circumstances :—The mo- 
ther, having the infant in her arms, 
accidentally stepped back and fell out 
of a stair-case window, which was 
several feet from the ground ; the only 
injury that'the woman received was 
a contused wound of the scalp and @ 
shock from the fall, the effect of whick 
she soon recovered from; the poor 
child was more seriously injared.— 
When brought into the Hospital the 
following symptoms were present :— 
The child lay perfecily insensible, 
as if in a deep sleep; inattention to 
any noise, however loud ; it could not 
be roused by shaking; the face was 
pallid and lips ofa leaden hne ; pulse 
90, somewhat irregular, and easily 
compressible, and the surface of the 
body cold; the pupils were dilated 
and immoveable ; the breathing na- 
tural (not stertorous) , but occasionally 
the little patient heaved a deep sigh. 

From the violence of the injury there 
was great extravasation of blood un- 
der the integuments of the scalp, on 
the left side of the head ; this rendered 
it difficult to detect a fracture, which, 
however, Mr. Green said could be 
distinguished at the upper part of the ~ 
left parietal bone, but the bone was 
not driven in. An attempt was made 
to open the left external jugular vein, 
but without success, the vein was 
opened on the right side, but very 
little blood flowed from the orifice. 
Mr. Green then directed the appli- 
cation of six leeches to the head; 
upon presting on the head at the in- 
jured part, and upon making the inci- 
sion to open the vein, the child moved 
its hands. It appeared to rally a lit- 
tle in the afternoon ; the surface of 
the body became more warm, but im 
the evening the symptoms were more 
urgent, the breathing became inter- 
rupted, and the child had convulsive 
motions of the limbs, but more espe- 
cially of those on the opposite side to 
the injury. The little patient expired 
about nine o'clock. 





AUGUST 
Case of Axillary Ancurism. 


Thomas Overell, aged 33, was ad- 
mitted into the Hospital August Ist, 
under the care of Mr. Green, with a 
tumonr in the right axifla, which he 
stated to have existed upwards of five 
months; the swelling in the axilla is 
about the size of a large orange, but 
it also extends under the pectoral 
muscles, occasioning them to project. 
Upon applying the hand, a very dis- 
tinct pulsation was communicated, 
and by pressing upon the subclavian 
artery, the tumour was emptied, little 
doubt, theretore, could be entertained 
of its nature; the pulsation at the 
right wrist was not so strong as at 
the opposite wrist, and the patient 
complained of a numbing pain in the 
arm. The poor man is a brass founder, 
and uses the right arm much in ham- 
mering; he stated also, that his 
shoulder was dislocated a few months 
since, and he attributed the swelling 
to that accident ; he readily consented 
to the operation of tying the subcla- 
vian artery from above the clavicle, 
which was performed by Mr. Green, 
on Tuesday, August 2d. 

The head of the patient being held 
towards the left shoulder, and the 
right shoulder drawa downwards, 
Mr. Green commenced by making a 
transverse incision of three inehes in 
length, just above the upper edge of 
the clavicle ; the incision commenced 
from the outer edge of the sterno 
cleido mastoideus, and extended to 
the edge of the clavicular insertion of 
the trapezius ; a longitudinal incision 
was next made, of about two inches 
in length, which passed down to the 
clavicle, and intersected the trans- 
verse incision at about one-third from 
its sternal extremity; the angular 
‘flaps were dissected back, and as the 
external jugular vein was in danger 
of being wounded, two ligatures were 
passed under it carefully, and it was di- 
vided in the interspace. The opera- 
tor carefully continued his dissection 
through the parts, until the omo hyo- 
ideus was exposed; a director was in- 
troduced under the muscle, and, by 
means of a scalpel, it was divided ; 
the clavicular attachment of the sterno 
cleido mastoideus was also divided; 
notwithstanding this free division ot 





parts, a long time elapsed in coming 
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down to the artery. There were one 
or two iarge veins, which it required 
great caution to avoid, at length two 
ligatures were passed under the ar- 
tery by means of an aneurismal nee- 
die, which appeared to resemble the 
common needle, but was somewhat 
more curved ; but little difficulty oc- 
curred in passing the dle under; 
oue of the ligatures was now tied, and 
the other withdrawn, being merely 
passed under, to be used, if required. 
The integuments were carefully 
brought together, and the patient pat 
to bed, the limb being enveloped in 
flannel. 

3d. The patient was bled from the 
arm at 12 o'clock last night, in conse- 
quence of the pulse becoming quick 
and hard ; the respiration was also 
affected, and he complained of pain — 
at the scrobiculus cordis; after the 
bleeding, he took two doses of lau- 
danum. Palse this morning 110, and 
jerking ; the temperature of the right 
arm (ascertained by the thermometer) 
is equal to that of the left; the blood 
was not cupped or buffed in appear- 
ance. 

4th. The pulse still continues quick 
and sharp ; tongue turred ; skin moist, 
and hg has had three evacuations from 
the bowels. We understand that he 
became very restless in the night, and 
40 drops of laudanum were given to 
him, which procured sleep. 

Sth. Much as yesterday; pulse 
not quite so rapid, 104; he complains 
of pain upon deep inspiration, at the 
back part of the thorax: as he again 
became restless in the night, a dose 
of landanum was given to him. 

8th. The patient is free from any 
unfavourable symptom; the wound 
was dressed yesterday, and is looking 
well; a light poultice is applied over 
the strapping. 





Operations. ; 

On Friday last, Mr. Green re- 
moved a scirrhous tumour from the , 
breast ; the operation was very neatly 
performed. A tumour in the axilla 
was also removed on the same day, 
and on Tuesday, Mr. G. performed 
the operation of lithotomy on a child 


about ten years of age; the gorget 
was used. We have seldom witnessed 
this operation performed more dex- 
terously than on the present occasioUe 
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Extirpation of a Scirrhous Tumour. 

Jane Hall, etat. 68, was operated 
on, (Saturday, July 23d,) for an en- 
lavgement of the right mamma, by 
Mr. Lawrence. He made an incision 
aeross the centre of the tumour, and 
‘dissected it out. In size it wasas large 
as.a.melon, felt tuberculated, and of 
a stony hardness in some parts, in 
others it was elastic. It was contain. 
ed:in a capsule of a cartilaginous 
structure, but moveable. The tumour, 
when cut into, appeared to partake otf 
scirrhus, with medullary sarcoma. At 
its base, a dark glairy fluid, resem. 
bling bile, was observed. After the 
operation she was put to bed, and de 
sired to he kept quiet. 

24th. She had passed but an in 
different night, and appeared restless ; 
pulse 110, and complained of being 
very feverish, bowels not having been 
open since Friday; bad a dose of 
castor oil given her, and ordered to 
take the saline mixture every four 
hours. 

25th. Passed a very restles night; 
no sleep ; vomited a deal dur- 
ing the night ; pulse 100, low and fee- 
ble; her countenance appeared sank 
and depressed; her hands felt very 
cold, and the belly distended with 
flatus ; bowels relaxed ; used the bed 
= five or six times during the night. 

.« Lawrence suspected matter to 

have formed under the flap, and said, 
that. in such cases, slonghing of the 
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inflammatory appearance around the 
wound, and a discharge of purulent 
matter, but thia and small in quan- 
tity. Mr. L. ordered her four grains 
of calon.el to act upon the alimentary 
canal, to take three graius of sulphate 
of quinine every four hours, and to 
continue the wine. 

Evening, 8 o'clock. The sickness 
had now ceased, but she complained 
of pain in the abdomen, which. was 
much distended; pulse 130, rather 
more full and strong ; ordered to have 
20 leeches, and a blister to the abde- 
men; house physic every hour, until 
the bowels are acted upon, and to 
leave off the bark and wine. 

27th. Passed a bad night; was 
delirious ; pulse so low and feeble as 
scarcely to be felt; bowels purged; 
the flap appeared very dark ; together 
with a considerable p een of thin 
sanious matter. She was urdered to 
recommence the wine, and to. take 
the compound chalk misture. 

Evening. Worse; her extremities 
feel cold ; pulse extremely rapid and 
feeble; received no benefit from the 
blister ; ordered a mixture of egg and 
brandy. 

28th. Rapidly sinking; pnise 1 
counted with difficulty ; tongue parch- 
ed, and covered with a dark brown 
fur; belly blown up with air; bowels. 
still purged ; the slonghing of the flap 
has considerably increased, as well as 
the inflammation around the wouad ; 
gradually sunk, and died at 12 the 
same night. Althongh great efforts 





integuments had often taken place. 
He therefore undid the dressings and 
introduced the probe, but with diffi- 
culty, in consequence of the firm union | 
which had taken place ; its introdac- 
tion was followed by the flow of a 
quantity of bloody matter. There was 
no external inflammatory appearance ; 
a light poultice was applied to the 
art, a cold cloth over the whole 
t, and the patient ordered six 
ounces of wine to be taken in the 24 
hours. 

26th. Passed a bad night; pulse 
100,, very low and small; tongue 
d, and covered with a brown 
5 belly hard and tense; breathes 
difficulty; she now vomits mat- 

ter resembli grounds ; . 





were made, the friends would not al- 
low a post mortem examination. 


Case of Smail Pox afte: Vaccination. 


Mary Power, xt. 16, came to the 
hospite|, July 24th, complaining of 
sore throat, and requesting advice, 
On examination, Mr. Lawrence. ob- 
served an ereption on her arms, 
which circumstance indaced him to 


inquire particularly into the- case, 

the result confirmed his previous. 
suspicions of its being small pox. She 
had been vaccivated when six months 
old, The cicatrix, however, had left 
such a trivial impression, that it could 
be observed. with. difficalty.* She 


that.Mr.. 





* Weare rather 


| Buyer's test, viz._se-vaccinating the 
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had pains in her 
feeling 


wncomfortable. pe 

the eruption on Wednesday 19th, and 
she says it arose at once into a pus- 
tule.* She now complains of consi- 
derable febrile emeut, of pain in 
the head, with soreness of the throat : 
the -eruptions are in the fifth day; 
some appear exactly similar to the 
small pox pustule. They are of a 
rounded form, with their apices flat- 
tened, and a brown spot in their cen- 
tre, each pustule being surrounded by 
a slight inflammatory blush. Others, 
again, do not resemble small pox, but 
tather the chicken pox ; the cuticle 
slightly inflamed and elevated; of 
an irregular form, no depression 
im their centre,t and appear to con- 





patient a certain time after the first 
vaccination, is not more generally em- 
ed. We are not aware of any 
reasonable objection that has been 
urged against it, and surely the trou- 
ble of a second vaccination is trifling, 
when compared with the doubt and 
wncertainty which every one must ac- 
mit hangs over the prophylactic effi- 
eacy of vaccination, as it is at present 
ised. We have been informed, 
that above 100 boys in Christ’s Hos- 
pital have been effected in a very 
short time with variola, most of 
whom had been previously inocu- 
lated. 
* This circumstance of the sudden 
formation of the pustule deserves no- 
tice, sas we have more than once 
known a disease pronounced not to be 
variola which ultimately possessed all 
the characters of that disease. We 
have only observed it in those cases of 
small pox occurring after vaccination, 
and it may therefore serve in some 
degrce to distinguish modified from 
true small pox. In small pox occur- 
ing after vaccination distinct pustules 
are observed upon the second day of 
the patient’s illness, and they occur 
withont the previous appearance of 
ata. 


t It has been lately asserted, that | daced 


in the eentre of the 
pustules is diagnostic of variola; the 
present case, with several others, 
that have fallen under oar observa- 
tion, tend to prove this a fallacy. 


tain lymph. On the fore-arm she 
had about thirty of these pustales and 
pimples. She was ordered an emetic 
immediately, purgative draught . at 
night, and the saline medicine, with 
38s. of liquor ant. tart. every four 
hours, 

25th. Emetic and laxative acted 
freely ; complains of less pain in the 
head, and appears better; eruptions 
more formed. : 

26th. Paise 75, and regular ; very 
little fever; throat less painful ; some 
of the small pimples appear dying 
away. In three days from this time 
© eruption was all dying and scaling 
off. 


The accidents last week have been 
few—severe cut hand; girl with a pi 
in the esophagus; child swallowed a 
button ; broken ribs ; fractured :hu- 
merus and radius ; two burns, and se- 
veral cut heads. 

Accidents this week—man cut [by 
‘his wife) with a razor in the thigh; 
case of conenssion ; fractured femar ; 
severe burn; several cut heads ; large 
incised wound in the wrist, with divi- 
sion of ulnar artery; reteution of 
urine. 


The only operation last week was— 
paracentesis abdominis, by Mr. Sran- 
LEY. 

This week —amputation of the fore- 
arm by Mr. Eaat. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


Aug. Ist. A man was brought into 
the Hospital on Monday, who had 
intentionally taken 3iss of landanam. 
Tweuty-five grains of the sulphate of 
zinc were immediately given, which 
occasioned him to vomit. The con- 
tents of the stomach smelled of the 
landanum, bat the smell was disguised 
in a great degree by rum, of which 
he had taken a considerable quantity. 
Ten grains of sulphate of copper were 
next given to him, which also pro- 
sickness, and Dr. Sournery 
recommended the frequent exhibition 
of mustard and water, and the pa- 
tient to be kept constantly walking 
about; by these means he was re- 
lieved, and, with the exception ofun- 
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easiness and confusion of mind, now | light; continues quite sensible ; has 
is tolerably well. had no return of the paroxysm ; pulse 
—— has risen to 120; skin and extremities 

Another splendid illustration of the | have returned to their natural tempe- 
celebrated Joe Burns’ surgical abiii- | ratnre. 
ties occurred at this Hospitalafew| V.S.ad5x.; adose of house phy- 
days since, in the operation of tre- | sic directly. 
phining. It is scarcely necessary to| 4th. Had a tolerably good night; 
say—the patient is dead. We shall | bowels have been opened twice from 
give the particulars next week. the medicine ; complains of pain in 
—- the head; had convalsive startings of 
ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. the muscles of the left thigh; pulse 
90, full and soft ; tongue clean. 

John Sharp, aged 35, a bricklayer, | Ordered the effervescing dranght, 
was brought into this Hospital, Au- | with thirty drops of antimonial wine 
gust $d, at 5 o'clock p. m., and placed | every six hours. 
under the care of Mr. Bropie, hav-| 5th. Was bled this morning to § x. ; 
ing fallen from a scaffold 30 feet high, | the pain remains fixed in the head ; 
by which fall he received an injury of | but he is in other respects better ; the 
the head; he was stunned for about | same medicine as yesterday. 
five minutes after the fall; but om his| 6th. Slept well last night; painin 
admission here, which was about half | the head not so acute; he complains 
ap hour after, he was quite sensible ; | of pain in the left shoulder; skin dry 
skin and extremities cold; pulse small | and hot ; bowels costive; has taken 
and very indistinct. On examining | some opening medicine this morning, 
the head, he had a violent paroxysm, | which has not yet operated. 
which lasted for three or four minutes. 8th. No change; bowels have been 
The bones are not injured, but there | opened by the medicine; pain in the 
is a very extensive wound of the scalp | head nearly gone ; has got erisipela- 
ever the posterior part of the parietal | tous inflammation of the left foot, to 
bones. The fibres of the occipiio- | which sixteen leeches have been ap- 
frontalis muscle are extensively sepa- | plied; it appears to extend up the 
rated from the pericranium, which is | leg, continues te take the same me- 
not denuded. There are two other | dicines. 
smaller scalp wounds, and a wound | In consequence of the spirited re- 
of the integuments over the tibia of | monstrance of Mr. Keate, blinds have 
the left leg. The left clavicle is also | this week been placed over the win- 
broken. dows of Talbot's Ward. Had. this 

The edges of the wound were | been done a month or two earlier, the 
brought together by adhesive straps, | poor patieats would have been spared 
and a lotion applied to the parts. many of the ill consequences which 

10. p.m., inclined to sleep, unless |often ensue from the protracted en- 

durance of intense heat. 





when roused, pupils rather dilated, 
but act sluggishly when exposed to | 
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